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The Gospel reading for Thanksgiving Sunday highlights the impact of our thanksgiving. 
Jesus encounters ten lepers who ask to be healed. He tells them, “Go show yourselves to the 
priests.”   

In Jesus’ time, leprosy was treated as a spiritual condition, because there was no medical 
way to treat it, so a priest would determine if someone had been cured of leprosy or not.   

The ten heed Jesus’ instruction and head off to see the priests.  While on their way, they 
discover that they are healed. Of the ten, only one, a Samaritan, turns back and thanks Jesus for 
the healing; the other nine do not.  

Jesus responds, somewhat hurt: “Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other 
nine?”  

When I imagine myself in Jesus’ place, his reaction is like my own. We want to be 
thanked for all the work that we do, not just some of it. However, I think this Gospel story has a 
deeper message to teach us.  

Imagine for a moment that you are Jesus. Replay the same scene of healing in your mind, 
but this time when you heal the ten, no one turns back. How do you feel?  

The difference between being thanked by only one person and no one at all is enormous. 
Jesus continues to heal, not for the gratitude of the many, but because of the profoundly grateful 
few. 

The experience of Jesus reminds us that the impact of our thanksgiving is greater than 
ourselves. Our words speak on behalf of all those who have received and create the future 
opportunity for others to receive also.  

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, let us joyfully give thanks and rejoice that we are creating 
a better future for others.  

 
1 I’d like to thank Joe Carr, a retired ECSD teacher, for inspiring this reflection. 
 


