
The Solemnity of All Saints 
 
All Saints' Day, also known as All Hallows' Day, the Feast of All Saints, the Feast of All Hallows, 
the Solemnity of All Saints, and Hallowmas, is a Christian solemnity celebrated in honour of all 
the saints of the Church, whether known or unknown, and stems from a belief that there is a 
powerful spiritual bond between those in heaven and those on earth.    
 

Historically, there was a time when many Roman Emperors persecuted Christians, leading to the 
death of several martyrs. It was also an era when the Church dedicated several days throughout 
the year to honour these martyrs in a special way. Thus, from the 4th century, feasts 
commemorating Christian martyrs were held in various places and on various dates near Easter 
and Pentecost. By the 9th century, Pope Gregory III dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome to all the saints and fixed its anniversary as November the 1st. Later, Pope Gregory IV 
extended the celebration to include the whole of the Western Church.  

Interestingly, All Saints Day is not specific only to Roman Catholics. Many other Christians around 
the world observe the solemnity, like the Lutherans, Anglicans, and Methodists. While All Saints 
Day is no longer a public holiday in Canada, in Germany and France, businesses are closed, and 
Church services are held to honour all the saints in France. In Mexico, Portugal, and Spain, people 
make offerings on this day, in Italy, Hungary, and Belgium, flowers are placed on the graves of 
dead relatives, and for Romanians, Polish, Croatians, and Austrians, they follow the tradition of 
lighting candles on the graves of their deceased relatives. 
 
While many canonized saints are celebrated with their own individual feast days, saints that have 
not been canonized have no particular holiday. Thus, All Saints Day recognizes those whose 
sainthood is known only to God. Even from a secular point of view, people honour others who 
lived in earlier times and have since died. The saints, however, stand out in luminous distinction. 
These are people who, in union with Christ and filled with his Spirit, led lives of heroic virtue 
rooted in faith, hope, and charity, and centered on one Person: the Son of God. 
 
On November the 1st, we are reminded annually of our connectedness to other Christians from 
around the world as we celebrate all the holy men and women who have been canonized by the 
Church. For us, the saints are unique and exemplary examples of what it means to live human life 
to its fullest. They show us not only the true goal of humanity but how that goal is attained. In 
virtue of their total union with Christ, the saints consistently offer humankind a pattern of blessed 
life, worthy of replicating.   
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