
February 24, 2021 

Re: Learning Intentions for 2021-22 School Year 

Earlier this week, you received a communication from our ECSD school division regarding the “Intention for Next 
Year” Icon in PowerSchool. In the past, we asked parents to complete a “Confirmation of Registration” form, where 
parents simply indicated whether they would be returning to St. Martha School or not. The Intention Icon in 
PowerSchool streamlines this process for us and replaces the Transition Passport used for grade six students moving 
to grade seven. As indicated in the division communication, all parents are asked to complete the “Intentions for 
Next Year” Icon by March 22 for each of their children registered in ECSD.  
 
At St. Martha, we are looking forward to serving our students in an in-person learning environment for the next 
school year. Embracing this learning model allows us to give the best of ourselves to our students. Some benefits 
include: 

• Provides students with a better opportunity for immediate feedback from teachers and more targeted 
supports. 

• Helps to develop social skills. 

• Provides mental health benefits with added social interaction with peers. 

• Provides students with a sense of normalcy during the pandemic by first and foremost being part of a 
community. 

• For English Language Learners, being at school is critical to developing English language skills, particularly 
academic language and in-school learning can provide additional support with this.  

• For our struggling readers, the opportunity to be a part of our Levelled Literacy Intervention Program. 

• For our learners with diverse and complex needs, the support of our school team which includes our 
Learning Coach and Educational Assistants is essential.  

If possible, we encourage all parents to have their children return to school for in-person instruction in the fall.  
 
While we will only be offering in-person learning at St. Martha, we do recognize that there are some families with 
extenuating circumstances for whom online learning will continue to be the best or safest option. For those families, 
Edmonton Catholic is creating an online delivery model for students and parents to choose for next year. This would 
remove online students for their current school, which in our case is St. Martha. 

As a family, you must choose what is best for you and your individual circumstances. The decision to be a student 
with the online school, or to remain an in-school learner at St. Martha, is your decision to make. 

The information below provides additional information about the choices available to parents through the Intention 
Icon.  

1. REMAIN WITH CURRENT COMMUNITY SCHOOL (ST. MARTHA): 

• Families choosing to remain at St. Martha for at-school instruction will have their registrations carried 
forward. No further action is required (other than completing “Intention for Next Year”). Students 
remaining at St. Martha will continue to have outstanding instruction and support from teachers and 
school staff.  

2. REGISTER WITH THE ECSD Online Elementary/Junior High School: 

• The ECSD Online Elementary/Junior High is intended as a long-term choice. Families choosing online 
instruction as a learning stance may be directed to the ECSD Online Elementary/Junior High School.  

• If students register with the ECSD Online Elementary/Junior High, staff, resources, MDT and EA services 
will be provided directly from that school. Program supports will not be provided by St. Martha School; 
this will include no access to technology, or any student supports.  



• In this online format, parent commitment is required to have a successful online learning experience 
where there is a shared responsibility on the part of the student, parent, and teacher.  

• Regular attendance and engagement are especially critical and will be essential to student success. 

• Students should be highly motivated and independent learners.  

3. REGISTER IN ANOTHER ECSD SCHOOL OR ELSEWHERE IN THE PROVINCE 
 

• Families of Grade 6 students will be able to indicate the ECSD school the student plans to attend for junior 
high school. Please note that the “Intentions for Next Year” Screen is not a registration tool. The receiving 
school will determine the status of registrations.  

 
Students will only be able to sign-up for online learning upon registration for the 2021-22 school year. There will be 
no other entry points. Students who choose to attend the online school in September will have the option to return 
to their current elementary school for February 1, 2022. This would mean the student would have a new teacher 
and would make an adjustment mid-year to changes in their programming. 
 
While we cannot project the progress of the pandemic for the coming school year, and we acknowledge that our 
September 2021 start-up will undoubtedly still include COVID-19 safety protocols, we are hoping and planning to 
operate as normally as possible. 
 
For families who plan on choosing online learning for their children, we strongly encourage parents to complete 
the following prior to finalizing their choice in PowerSchool: 

1. Discuss this choice with your child’s current teacher to discuss your child’s suitability for online learning.  
For some students, the virtual classroom will elevate their educational experience while others may thrive 
best in an in-person learning environment. 

2. If further clarification is needed, please call the school at 780-487-4594 to discuss this choice with Mrs. 
Lundeen, the principal; to be sure, you have a clear understanding of this choice and its implications.  

 
Yours in Catholic Education, 
Mrs. Lori Lundeen 
 

 


