
January 2022 Newsletter  

Message from the Admin Team 

May the joy that fills us when we celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus Christ stay in our hearts as we begin a 

new calendar year. Looking back at the time that has passed and the journey through the past year, gives us 

an opportunity to reflect on our choices, realign our hearts and minds and set the course for “new               

beginnings”. We are filled with a sense of renewed hope as the New Year offers us the  grace of  God who 

gives us strength, courage and inspiration to begin anew. 

In December we celebrated Advent with weekly celebrations led by our Kindergarten students. Our annual 

Christmas Concert was shared with parents in the Google classrooms. Our students participated in a variety 

of Social Justice projects including the collecting of food donations for donation to an Edmonton Catholic 

School and families in need as well as creating Holly Leaf Spiritual Wishes with donations going the to ECS 

Foundation in support of the ECS Dream Builders Fund which services our ECSD students in Edmonton.  

Thank you to our parent community for  participating in these special events and your continued support of 

our school. 

We wish you all a very happy New Year!  

Epiphany Prayer  

O God 

Who by a star 

guided the wise men to the worship of your Son 

we pray you to lead to yourself 

the wise and great of every land 

that unto you every knee may bow, 

and every thought be brought into captivity 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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January 4 Classes resume at 8:15 a.m. 

January 6 Epiphany Celebration  

January 26 St. Mary Open House -  Virtual - 6:30 p.m. 

February 2 Grade 6 Immunizations - Round 2 

February 7 SAC Meeting 

February 9 Demonstration of Learning - Teams 

February 14 Valentine’s Day 

February 14, 16, 23, 15,and March 2nd  - Skating - Please watch for fieldtrip forms with more details 

February 21 Family Day - NO CLASSES 

February 27 Pink Shirt Day 

March 1 Shrove Tuesday 

March 2 Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins 

  Celebration via Teams in Classrooms 

March 3-4 Teacher’s Convention - NO CLASSES 

March 24 Thursday, Full Day of Classes 

March 25 Friday - Early Dismissal for Spring Break 

March 28 - April 1 Spring Break - NO CLASSES 

 

COVID NOTIFICATION 

As we head into the Christmas break, Edmonton Catholic Schools is committed to keeping our families in the know 

about COVID-19 cases. We understand this information is important as you plan and prepare for the holidays.      

Alberta Health Services has assured us it will continue to notify our Division of the cases involving students or staff 

who were infectious while at school even after the final day of classes on December 17. We will share this              

information on the COVID-19 Notifications page on our website. This means if AHS determines there was a potential   

exposure at our school, the school's name, the cohort, and the date that the case was reported to us will be 

listed. We will also include the guidance and recommendations from AHS about monitoring your child for any   

COVID-19 symptoms. The website is updated every weekday around 5 pm, excluding holidays.  

COMMUNITY MEMBER COMPLIMENTS St. Mary Students, Staff and PARENTS!! 

On December 8, 2021, one of our “ice” days, the school office received a telephone call from a member of the         

community. Following is the contents of her call: 

Caller called to compliment the parents of St. Mary School. She was just so pleased that so many parents were so     

concerned and caring towards others on the icy morning. She was asked by multiple parents if she was okay and 

offered help crossing the street. The caller said that she is now convinced that Catholic Schools are the place to send 

your children because they clearly develop kind, caring and generous adults. She was happy to know that these        

children will one day grow up to be just like their parents and that our future is lucky! 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsd.net%2Fpage%2F38034%2Fcovid-19-notifications&data=04%7C01%7CJudy.Ward%40ecsd.net%7C0dc74f82128143f170b008d9bbf84cf6%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637747497379105272%7CUnk


STAY CONNECTED and follow us on: 

Website: https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8237 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Mary-Catholic-Elementary-School-Edmonton-441083555938395/posts/?

ref=page_internal 

Instagram: @st_mary_elementary  

ASSURANCE SURVEY 2021/2022  

Edmonton Catholic Schools believes it is important to engage stakeholders and greatly values their opinions.  As a   
result, the Edmonton Catholic School Division is conducting surveys with our parents/guardians, students, and staff to 
gather feedback.  The surveys will began on Monday, December 6th, 2021 at 8:30 am and will close on Friday, January 
7th, 2022 at midnight.  The feedback will be used by our schools, departments, Division, and government to see what’s 
working and what needs to be improved.  It allows everyone (parents/guardians, school staff, Division staff, and       
students) to respond to successes and challenges together.  The final survey results will be posted publicly on the 
School Assurance Dashboards as well as the Division Assurance Dashboard. High participation in the surveys is     
encouraged to ensure that the results are truly reflective of the voices of all stakeholders.      
 
All surveys will be conducted online.  Important information about the survey administration is provided below:  
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SURVEYS - A SWIFT message has been sent to parents/guardians of all students (100 Voices 
through to 4th and 5th Year High School students) inviting them to participate in the ECSD Assurance Survey.  Parents/
guardians are requested to fill out a survey for each child registered in the Division by logging into PowerSchool 
(https://powerschool.ecsd.net) and then clicking on the ECSD Assurance Survey icon on the left hand side.  Parents/
guardians are to respond to each child’s survey from the point of view of that child’s educational experience.  The first 
parent/guardian to respond on behalf of a student will be the response recorded.  One parent/guardian response per 
child. 
 
We encourage all families to complete the survey as  your feedback is valued and your input helps in decision      
making at the school level. 

DAILY SCREENING FOR COVID SYMPTOMS REQUIRED 

Students are required to complete the ECSD Daily Screening Questionnaire to determine whether they can attend or 

should stay home.   

St. Mary School recognizes that a child’s educational experience is not confined to the school building and that vacation 
trips can be enlightening and valuable to a child’s intellectual growth. Please keep in mind that the learning and      
teaching that is missed cannot easily be replicated outside the classroom or in a worksheet and your child may miss 
parts of the curriculum. Teachers structure their classes for both instruction and assessment according to the             
regulations established by the provincial government. Teachers are not required to provide assignments for vacations 
but could share topics being covered so you include them in your daily discussions. Making use of the online            
classrooms may allow for completion of assignments but opportunities for interaction and questions will be impacted 
as well as feedback for assessment.  

In addition, if you are planning to travel outside Canada, please follow the Government of Canada Travel, Testing, 
Quarantine and Borders instructions, including any requirements for exempt travelers related to attending high-risk 
environments.  These instructions are found on our ECSD Daily Screening Checklist linked on this page. 

Please note, there are requirements for unvaccinated children that may impact your child’s ability to return to school 
upon return of a trip outside of Canada.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the school.   

EXTENDED VACATION PLANS 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8237
https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Mary-Catholic-Elementary-School-Edmonton-441083555938395/posts/?ref=page_internal
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpowerschool.ecsd.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJudy.Ward%40ecsd.net%7Ce61ab5dc98d7448e268d08d9bf3a0be8%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637751078285176320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf


ADVENT SOCIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVES 

During the season of Advent, the student, families and staff, participated in a several Social Justice projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dream Builders Challenge - ECS Foundation - Students at St. Mary raised $341.45 by making          

donations with Spiritual Wishes on Holly  leaves in support of the Dreams for Kids Campaign in the ECS   

Foundation. The Holly leaves decorate our atrium with spiritual wishes.  Thank you for your donations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santas Anonymous Donations  

The staff of St. Mary collected TOY donations for the less fortunate of Edmonton. 



  SKATING FOR GRADE 1 to GRADE 3 STUDENTS  

The New Year traditionally kicks off with skating lessons for our Grade 1 to Grade 3 students.  As a component of 

our outdoor pursuits Phys. Ed. activities, Grade 1 to Grade 3 students take part in skating lessons at the           

Terwilligar Recreation Center. Skating will be on the following dates - February 14, 16, 23, 25, and March 2nd 

between the hours of 9:15 and 11:30 a.m.  Please watch for a fieldtrip form coming home with more details.  

SKIING - Grade 4 to 6 

Due to the restrictive Covid protocols at Snow Valley, most notably being on the hill for only 2 hours, we have opted to 

forgo skiing and snow boarding this school year. 

ST. MARY CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

With another year in the Covid-19 pandemic, we were fortunate this school year to be able to showcase our students 

many talents in creative ways.  Thank you to Mr. Matheson for preparing our students and Mrs. Plamondon who was 

able to step in to support the final productions.  Each class production was videoed and is available for parents to view 

in their child’s Google classroom.  To log in, please use your child’s username and password that was provided by their 

teacher.  

We are so proud of our students many talents! 

CLUBS - starting January for grade 4-6 

In January, students in Grade 4 to 6 will have the opportunity to join clubs. Some of these clubs may have cohorts mix 

with their grade level.  If you DO NOT wish for your child to participate in clubs, please inform their classroom    

teacher.  The first club being offered is indoor table hockey during the lunch hour recess, led by the Grade 5 teacher 

team.  The schedule will have students playing once a week against students in their grade level.   

Food Hamper Drive   

Generous food donations were received 

from the St. Mary School community  and 

were donated to an Edmonton Catholic 

School in need, as well as to families in 

need in our own school community.  Thank 

you for your generous donations! 



HOUR OF CODE at ST. MARY 

ST. MARY MARKETING PLANS 

To assist us in our Marketing Plans moving into registration season in January, we would love your feedback.  Below is a 

link to a very short questionnaire about your preferred media for information along with where you typically shop for 

groceries.  This helps us determine where our marketing budget is best allocated.  Word of Mouth is also an excellent 

way our parent community can help to market our school.  Thank you!  https://forms.office.com/r/6S1zBPxM7q 

During the week of December 6 - 10 students at St. Mary Elementary participated in the hour of code! Students tried 
many different coding activities from using the chromebooks to try out different coding websites where they created 
their own google logos or avatar dances, to using a code-a-pillar robot! Students learned that anyone can learn to code 
and that creativity inspires creation and learning! Coding is our future!  

What is the Hour of Code? 

The Hour of Code started as a one-hour introduction to computer science, designed to demystify "code", to show that 
anybody can learn the basics, and to broaden participation in the field of computer science. It has since become a 
worldwide effort to celebrate computer science, starting with 1-hour coding activities but expanding to all sorts of 
community efforts.  

When does it happen? 

The Hour of Code takes place each year during Computer Science Education Week. 

Why Computer Science? 

Every student should have the opportunity to learn computer science. It helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic and 
creativity. By starting early, students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-century career path. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F6S1zBPxM7q&data=04%7C01%7Cjudy.ward%40ecsd.net%7C03c8956376cb4c26680c08d9c031438a%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637752140096455998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8


To assist us in the management of our bus account reconciliation, we would appreciate        

payment by the first day of each month.  Paying on–line prior to the first day of the month or  

making payment for more than one month at a time would be greatly appreciated and reduces   

the amount of staff time required for this service. 

BUS PASS REMINDER 

Given the possible extremes of Edmonton weather and the potential for unexpected mechanical difficulties, 

it is impossible to guarantee buses will run on time or at all during severe weather conditions.  A route can 

take 50% longer in adverse weather conditions.  Parents are advised that if a bus does not arrive within 

twenty minutes of its scheduled time, they are to assume the bus is not coming.  Parents must ensure that 

their child knows to return home or to a preselected location and the parents must make alternate           

arrangements to get their child to school. 

Parents should also ensure that: 

 

•  Children are supervised at the bus stop 

• Children have a place to go in the event the bus does not arrive 

• Children have alternate arrangements for getting to school should the bus not arrive. 

• Children are suitably clothed to withstand weather extremes 

 

Transportation Service’s normal operational procedures for delayed transportation also apply in severe 

weather conditions. 

• The Carrier is responsible for notifying the Transportation Services office when a route is running late at 

which time communication is posted on the division web site and sent out to parents and the school. 

 

Parents are encouraged to view the Bus Delay Board on the ECSD webpage as well as downloading the 

BusDelayApp from the App Store. Detailed app instructions can be viewed at https://www.ecsd.net/

page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications  

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES AND SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry announcements with respect to      

transportation cancellations due to inclement weather conditions.  

 RADIO  STATIONS  

630 CHED     AM 930 The Light CJCA      CBC    

CISN FM 103.9    SHINE 105.9 FM      CHFA (CBC Fr.)  

THE CHUCK FM 92.5   TSN 1260      CFCW 840   

INEWS 880 AM    95.7 CRUZ FM         CAPITAL FM 96.3       

Kiss FM 91.7      The Bear 100.3 FM        K97 97.3  

UP! 99.3 FM      SONIC 102.9 FM     102.3 NOW! Radio  

HOT 107 FM      104.9 VIRGIN Radio FM  

 

TV STATIONS     

CITYTV     CTV Edmonton    GLOBAL Edmonton     CBC TV  

Every effort will be made to have messages broadcast commencing no later than 6:30 a.m. 

CANCELLATION OF CHARTER (YELLOW) SCHOOL BUS SERVICE 



 

ECSD School Calendar 2021-2022 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/2021-2022%20ECSD%20Calendar%20with%20TR%20-%

20June%2021,%202021%20FINAL.pdf 

Transportation Services 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1263/transportation 

 

Assessment & Reporting 

Click on the link to access the ECSD Assessment & Reporting website to learn more about staying updated on your child’s       

progress. 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/17855/assessment 

Watch the link below for a short clip on How to track ongoing learning progress in PowerSchool 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PH3N0tiVuw 

 

If you have not already paid your child’s 2021/2022 School Fees, please make your online payment 

through the Powerschool Parent Portal using  your parent log-in password.  We appreciate your early     

attention to this request as fees collected are used in student programming. 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION FEES 

We are entering in the cold winter season and we encourage students to dress appropriately for 

the weather.  Students go outside at recess and lunch time unless the weather is inclement.   

Components of inclement weather are: continuous rain, extreme wind, extreme cold (combination 

of temperature and wind-chill factor, -20 degrees Celsius). 

Students stay inside during inclement weather. Temperatures are confirmed with Environment Canada and 

weather apps. 

We remind parents that students should not be arriving at school prior to 8:00 a.m. as there is no 

supervision available prior to this time.  At 8:00 a.m. if combined temperatures/wind chill are below - 20 C    

students enter the school to wait for the morning bell. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER - Outdoor Activity 

EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY CARDS 

Please see instructions at the end of this newsletter for applying for an Edmonton Public Library card through 

the parent portal in Powerschool. 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/2021-2022%20ECSD%20Calendar%20with%20TR%20-%20June%2021,%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/2021-2022%20ECSD%20Calendar%20with%20TR%20-%20June%2021,%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1263/transportation
https://www.ecsd.net/page/17855/assessment


Drop Off & Pick Up   

Please do not park in the bus lane at any time. 

You are welcome to park in the church parking lot across from the school.  

You are welcome to use the DROP & GO lane – this is not for parents who wish to get out of their vehicle. 

Please view the map below to understand which zones are for parking and which are for driving through only. Although the church lot is not 

shown, parking is available there during pick up and drop off.  

 



EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY CARD INSTRUCTIONS FOR POWERSCHOOL -  1 



EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY CARD INSTRUCTIONS FOR POWERSCHOOL -  2 
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