
St. Mary Elementary Re-Entry Plan
       Update - October 2020

Together, we will do our best to mitigate risks and offer the best quality Catholic education possible. Risk mitigation refers to the 
processes used to reduce, minimize, or limit the potential for risk over which we have some measure of control. In the case of COVID-19, 
it refers to strategies, rather than guarantees, whereby all reasonable efforts are made to reduce the potential for transmission of the virus. 
ECSD has invested considerable time researching, consulting and planning for the return to classes.  Below are the specific strategies 
that our school will utilize to mitigate risks and support students in school.   

Risk Mitigation 

STUDENT ENTRY INTO THE BUILDING
● Students are expected to line up at their assigned  doors. Markings are on the ground to identify appropriate physical distancing. 

The first bell rings at 8:15 AM at which time the teachers will signal a staggered entry into the building. Students will place 
outdoor shoes on racks with assigned spaces. Students will follow directional arrows to their classroom.

● Students must wear masks to enter the building.
● There will be hand sanitizing stations at each door.
● Parents are welcome to walk their children to their designated doors at the start of the day and meet them at the end of the day. 

We ask that parents model appropriate physical distancing at this time. 
● Students will follow the same procedure for recess.
● Late students will access the school via the front doors only. Parents cannot enter with their child(ren). Staff will sign them in.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) AND SANITIZATION

● Masks are mandatory in Gr.4-12; they must be worn in all common areas and when physical distancing is not possible in class
● We strongly encourage students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 to wear masks to reduce the potential for transmission and 

exposure.
● There will be hand sanitizer stations at each school entry point, as well as in the classroom. 
● Bathrooms and High Touch Areas are sanitized throughout the day by custodial staff. 

PARENT ENTRY INTO THE BUILDING/MEETINGS
● We encourage the use of Microsoft TEAMS for meetings.
● Parents are required to make appointments to enter the building.
● If entering the building for an appointment, parents are required to perform a self assessment at the door, wear a mask, practice 

hand hygiene and sign in at the General Office.

SCHOOL BELL TIMES

First Bell - 8:15 AM
Instruction Bell - 8:20 AM

RECESS AND LUNCH ARE STAGGERED THROUGHOUT THE DAY
Dismissal Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday - 2:50 PM

Dismissal Thursday - 11:58 AM 

Please ensure your child is at their designated classroom door by 8:15 AM so they can enter with their class.  
Pick up is promptly at dismissal time each day.  If your child will not be riding the bus on any given day, please inform the office. 



RECESSES, LUNCHES AND EATING 
● Students will have staggered recess time to facilitate physical distancing between cohorts. No masks during recess except for 

during line up procedures. 
● 5 minutes will be added to each of morning recess and lunch recess. Afternoon recess has been eliminated to reduce cross 

exposure (everyone will have a 5 minute wellness break instead).
● Students will eat lunch in their classrooms. One staff member will supervise one grade level.
● Microwaves will not be available. Please send lunch that does not require heating. Students should be able to open containers 

independently. We encourage the use of utensils whenever possible.
● No food deliveries or drop offs will be permitted. If a student forgets their lunch, the school will provide a small 

replacement.
STUDENT PERSONAL POSSESSIONS

● Each student will be assigned a locker or a coat hook for their jacket and backpack.
● Students will be dismissed in seating arrangement format to minimize students clustered at lockers/hooks.
● Students will have available space/bins to store their personal belongings.
● We ask that students only bring items from home that are required for their educational program.
● No toys/stuffies are to come to school.

● Existing furniture will be utilized; no new desks will be procured.
● Hand sanitizer will be available in every classroom, in addition to a sink with soap to facilitate proper hand hygiene.
● Students will not mix with other classes within the school as much as possible. 

CLASSROOM COHORTS

STUDENT PICK UP IN THE EVENT OF ILLNESS
● Parents are required to perform a COVID-19 assessment daily at home prior to children attending school.  If you select “yes” for 

any questions, please do not bring your child to school. Your child is permitted re-entry upon symptom resolution and a negative 
COVID-19 test result.  Should a student exhibit signs of illness at school, they will be moved to the office and isolated in our 
quarantine room at which point the Parent/;Caregiver/Daycare contact will be notified and advised to pick up the student as soon 
as practical. Staff supervising symptomatic students will: provide the student with a face mask, wear recommended PPE, use 
strict hand washing techniques, and maintain physical distancing. 

● Please inform the school of the direction that Alberta Health Services (811) has given you. 
● If a student must stay at home due to isolation or illness, they will have access to their Google Classroom to complete homework. 
● If a whole class must isolate, a teacher will instruct via the Google Classroom.  

CLOSED CAMPUS
● In order to maintain cohort integrity for contact tracing purposes, St. Mary Elementary will have a closed campus. Students are 

not to depart and return during the school day.  This includes medical appointments. 

BUSSING/TRANSPORTATION
● Students who ride the Yellow Bus will be required to: wear a mask, sit in an assigned seat, sit with a sibling wherever possible.
● Parents dropping students off are requested to do so via the turnabout, or church parking lot only. It is essential not to have 

congregated vehicles in the bus lane. 

PHYSICAL CONTACT
● Because of the restrictions of physical distancing, hugs and high fives are strongly discouraged. As a staff we are developing a 

special St. Mary gesture that students can share with others while on site in place of physical contact.  

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.


