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Dear St. Richard Parents/Guardians,  

 

“At that time, Jesus said, “I thank you Father…” (Matthew11:25) 

 

 Where has the month gone? It feels like September was just a blur.  It is so wonder-

ful to have the children back in person, as our school is filled with life again. We are also 

very proud of how hard, those that are online, are working in their new normal.  
 As we believe so much in the home to school connection, it is unfortunate that we are not 

allowed to let visitors enter the building at this time.  We want you to know how important the par-

ent community is to us and we were pleased to see such a great turn out to our virtual Meet the 

Teacher Night. If you were not able to attend, the tours from the evening are available on your 

child’s google classroom.  We will continue to make ourselves available to answer any questions 

you may have.  

 We would like to extend our sincere gratitude with your patience and understanding with the 

COVID-19 protocols that we have in place.  We are so proud of the students and the respect they 

have shown for the guidelines and changes that we have had to make.  We are continually adding 

updates to our re-entry plan based on the Division’s guidance.  The link to that plan can be found on 

our website. There have been some very important changes, some of which will be highlighted in 

this newsletter. 

 As always, we are here to serve.  We wish all our families a Blessed October and a very 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

The Admin Team 

  

 

 

Dates to Remember 
• Virtual read in 

week Oct. 5—9 
(Read around the 
world) 

• Thanksgiving cele-
bration (virtual) 
Oct. 9 at 1:00pm 

• CCAT grade 6 Oct. 
12—16 

• Picture day Oct. 14 
On line students can 
come after 3:00pm for 
photos 
• Oct. 29 Faith day—

no school 
• Halloween fun Oct. 

30 
• Nov. 10 remem-

brance Day Cele-
bration 

• Nov. 11 Remem-
brance Day, no 
school 

• Nov. 13 Picture re-
takes 

 

In this Newsletter… 

• AHS requirements for attendance or isolation  

• Important Division changes 

• Google classroom update 

• Halloween plans 

• Special section for our on line learners 

• PAC letter 

• Superintendent letter 

• Parish letter 

Principal  
Daryl.Chichak@ecsd.net  
 
Assistant Principal   
Nancy.Bromley@ecsd.net  
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Thank you so much to all our families that have been both patient and prompt when we 

call to send a child home with symptoms.  We are fortunate that all symptoms for our 

students and staff have resolved as common colds and flus.  We understand the incon-

venience to have to pick up a child from school and arrange care, and we appreciate the 

efforts you have made to help us to adhere to AHS requirements.  We have included a 

summary of the requirements here as a refresher and included a link to the AHS website 

for further information. https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx and https://

www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx#toc-3 for the protocol we follow. 

 
In summary: 

• If a child develops symptoms at school they will be isolated immediately and parents/guardians will be 

contacted and the child will need to be picked up as soon as possible.  (Please don’t get upset with our Ad-

min support for the inconvenience , she is just following protocol.) 

• The child will have to go to get a COVID test so that they can come back when their symptoms resolve. 

• The child will need to isolate until symptoms resolve.  If they are well enough, they can follow along with 

the classroom learning via the google classroom. 

• If the child tests positive for Covid 19—they must isolate for 14 days and all siblings must isolate as well.  

AHS will notify the school and guided actions will be taken. 

 

We are all in this together, and together we will work hard to keep each other safe.  

 

 

 

Important Division Announcement 
 

On Monday Oct. 5 a SWIFT-K message went out to all families and staff informing them 

of an important decision affecting the remainder of the year.  Originally the year had been 

broken into 4 quartermesters where parents could choose the method of learning for the 

children.  The workload of placing all the children on line and restructuring the school 

configurations was astronomical and the idea of doing it 4 times in the year places a tre-

mendous burden on staff, students and families.  Building relationships is also key to posi-

tive learning and disrupting that 4 times in the year with new teachers and peers could be detrimental to the students.  As a result 

Edmonton Catholic is asking parents to make a choice between online and in-person learning by Oct. 15.  You will need to register 

your learning choice through the link on PowerSchool (https://powerschool.ecsd.net). This will be the learning modality for the re-

mainder of the year.  Please phone and talk to the admin team if you have any questions at all to help you make that decision.  

Your choice cannot be changed after October 15th. There is significant planning that needs to take place in preparation for the start 

of the second quarter on November 10th. We need to have all students committed to their learning option by October 15th to allow 

schools the time to adjust classes, timetables, and assign staff as required.  
 

Some definitions/ explanations for you: 

• In person learning—at school with near normal conditions but with safety parameters in place.  (please see  our re-entry 

plan for those guidelines) 

• On line learning: 

  1. Our cohort school—Grade 3 currently is run out of our school with Tamara Alvarado as our on line teacher.  This 

may expand or diminish depending on the number of requests for on line grade 3 

  2. Genesis on line—the students are still registered to our school and we are you administration but their teacher is 

housed at another school. 

  3. Synchronous learning—the student logs on and follows along with the class as learning is happening.  It is like 

the student is there in class with the peers but in virtual form.  We don’t currently have this option available at St. Richard but may 

be revisited based on outcomes of parent choice. 

• Home school—This is done through a separate organization  and has no ties to our school.  The onus is completely on the 

family to plan, educate and assess. If you are interested in this option, call the school and we will give you information.    

 

https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx#toc-3
https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx#toc-3


    
    
   
 

Halloween Plans 
  Due to COVID-19, Halloween needs to look a little different this year.  
Here are the important points you need to know. 

 COVID masks still need to be worn 

 No hand coverings so that we can still sanitize hands 

 No fake weapons 

 If treats are given out, they are to be stored at school for a minimum of 5 days, then handed out by the teacher with sanitized 
hands 

 No in-person parade but a virtual one using teams will be done at 1:00 for the whole school.  We will have an extra parade in 
the morning for our morning kinders.  Our online students are welcome to join as well. 

 Our grandfriends have invited us to come visit their courtyard to sing or recite.  A field trip form will be going home this 
week.         

Google Classrooms 
 

All teachers have been asked to maintain a google classroom site, if chil-
dren are asked to isolate but are not sick.  These are designed to share the 
big ideas of the learning in all core subject areas and religion so that the 
students can follow along with the class.  The teachers are not expected to 
put up every lesson throughout the day but the big ideas, projects, assign-
ments and learning so that your child can follow along and not miss out 
while away.  That said, your child is not expected to complete the work if 
they are too sick to do so.  The google classroom is for a child that is iso-
lating, waiting for results, and are not experiencing symptoms.  Children 
that are present in class, can refer to the classroom for homework and 
refreshers but are not required to do so unless directed by their teachers.  

Many teachers use this to communicate assignments and provide extra information.  The google classroom is accessed through your 
child’s email and all children have been taught how to access it.  If you have any questions or need some assistance, please contact 
your child’s teacher and they will be happy to assist you.  

A Special Section for our Online Learners 

We just want to start by saying how proud we are of how well you have ad-
justed to the online world of learning. We know it has been a huge learning 
curve but you are all doing well.  
We have been asked to remind you of a couple of things: 

• Please keep the chat on Teams to questions or comments on the learn-
ing taking place, you can have other opportunities to connect with friends, but the learning chats are not the 
place. 

• Parents, I know it is tough, but it is important that you let your child answer and do the work with minimal 
help from you.  Unless your child has some unique learning needs and this has been discussed with the 
online teacher, it is important that the student be independent in their learning.  It is impossible to accurately 
assess what they know if parents are guiding their answers.  

• Please don’t hesitate to contact us with questions or comments. 
 
  Again, we are so proud of our staff and students and how well they have navigated this new normal.   



Cooler weather is upon us! Please make sure 
your children come dressed for the weather 
as we go outside everyday.  Outside time is 
only cancelled at –21 degrees.   
For our littlest friends, please take some 
time to practice putting on snow gear so that 
they can be independent at school.  

This year the Provincial Achievement tests 
will be held in May and June for the grade 
6 students. 
May 5—English Language Art part A 
June 16—Math part A 
June 22—English Language arts part B 

Please Update Your Documents 
Edmonton Catholic Schools will once again have an online 
electronic process to verify your child’s enrollment with us. 
We have conveniently made the link accessible in the Pow-
erSchool portal for your security. Although the due date for 
this form to be submitted is September 30, we would ask that 
it be completed as soon as possible. Thank you to all parents 
& guardians who have already completed the form. In case of 
emergency, it is very important for us to have the right con-
tact information for the caregivers of our students.  Thank 
you. 

Register Your Quartermester Two 
Choice 

From October 5th to October 15th, please register your learn-
ing choice through the link on PowerSchool (https://
powerschool.ecsd.net). The choice that you make will be the 
way that your child learns, in-person or online, until the end 
of June 2021.  
 

Your choice cannot be changed after October 15th. We need 
to have all students committed to their learning option by 
October 15th to allow schools the time to adjust classes, time-
tables, and assign staff as required.  
 





Reminder! 
 
 You are still able to bring in your bottles to the Green Bottle De-
pot Harvest Hills (5015 4 Ave SW) and donate your bottle returns 
to the St. Richard Parent Association all summer. These funds 
will help Parent Council run programs, like pancake breakfasts 
and community evenings, for the school community.  Thank you 
so much for your continued support of Parent Council. If you 
have any concerns, please contact Daren Killey, Council Chair, at 
daren.killey@ecsd.net.  
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