
1 
 

 

 

December 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead: 

• Nov. 28: First Sunday 
of Advent 

• Nov. 29: School 
Council Meeting 6:30 
pm (Virtual) 

• Dec. 13: Wear a Santa 
Hat Day 

• Dec. 14: Break a Rule 
Day Fundraiser and 
Ugly Sweater Day 

• December 15:  
Christmas Wear Day 

• Dec. 15: Virtual 
Christmas Concert 

• Dec. 16: Advent 
Celebration (virtual) at 
10:00 am 

• Dec. 16: Door 
Decorating 
Competition 

• Dec. 16: Full Day, 
dismissal at 2:52 pm 

• Dec. 17: Pyjama, 
Pancakes and Movie 
Day 

• Dec. 17: Half Day, 
dismissal at 12:17 pm 

• Dec. 20: Christmas 
Holidays begin 

• Jan.4: Tuesday, Classes 
resume at 8:30 am 
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The first Sunday of Advent was on November 28. 
As a Church we enter a precious period of 
in- betweenness.  It is a time of expectancy and 
watchful waiting. Pope Francis says, “Advent is a 
time given to us to welcome the Lord who comes 
to meet us, to verify our desire for God, to look 
ahead and prepare ourselves for the return of 
Christ.”  Our Lord has already come, and we wait 
for him to come again.  In Advent we are called to 
be watchful: “you do not know when the time will 
come”; “Beware, keep alert”; “Keep awake”.  These 
insistent passages call us to be attentive in our 
every moment.  What if every moment was one in 
which we might meet our God?  What might we 
notice?  How might we act?  Let us pray for the 
grace to be receptive to God in every moment.  

Here is a prayer that can be said as you light your 
Advent wreath at home: 

Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus 
Christ: 
He is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
He is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
He is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we 
light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s 
promise to bring us salvation. 
May He come quickly and not delay. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Message from the Administration 

I cannot believe that Christmas break will soon be upon us. After a refreshing fall break, we 
continue to work and have fun at St. Rose school. The month of December looks to be very 
busy with the leadership team preparing many fun Christmas events, especially the last week 
before Christmas holidays. 

The first week of Advent is upon us and we take this time to reflect on the meaning of 
Christmas.  Archbishop Richard Smith describes this Holy Season as “a time of anticipation, a 
time of Excitement, a time when we get in touch with the hopes in our own heart”. It is also a 
time to count our blessing and look beyond ourselves.  St. Rose families are known for their 
generosity.  As we continue to look out for the needs of others, the Leadership Team is 
requesting winter items such as new jackets, hats, boots, mittens, gloves, and scarves.  Grade 7 
students are collecting sizes 6-10, grade 8’s sizes 11-13 and grade 9’s sizes 14 – adult small. We 
will be distributing the clothing items to different elementary schools in our Division, depending 
on the need. We will end the winter clothing drive on December 10. 

Every Tuesday, our students will be lighting the advent candles, and participating in a short 
celebration after announcements. It is a beautiful tradition that can easily be performed at 
home. The Advent wreath is a green circle signifying God’s unending love for us with three 
purple candles and one pink candle.  As each candle is lit before Christmas, God leads us out of 
the darkness.  Each candle signifies something different:  The first candle signifies Hope, the 
second Faith, the third Joy and the fourth Peace.  We would like to thank Mrs. Corbett for 
organizing the four weeks of Advent. 

We would like to take this time to thank all the families who were able to take time from their 
busy schedules to participate in Parent-Teacher conferences online or by phone. If you have 
any concerns, please do not wait until the next Parent-Teacher interviews to contact a teacher. 
Your child’s progress can be viewed in ‘real-time’ through PowerSchool. We hope, finger’s 
crossed, that we will have in-person sessions in March. 
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 COVID Regulations 

A few COVID rules have been loosened. Starting on December 6, the canteen will be open to all students 
everyday except Thursday.  We will be serving pizza on Monday, Edo on Tuesday, pasta on Wednesday 
and Panago Pizza on Friday.  All meals are $5.00.  

As well, microwaves are now in the hallways at lunch. We remind students to use hand sanitizer before 
and after using the microwaves and the custodian will be performing a thorough cleaning after lunch.  

Braided Journeys 

We excited to be starting a Braided Journeys group at our school. Braided Journeys is a 
student support centre committed to assisting student success by cultivating a caring, 
welcoming and positive place where Indigenous students see themselves, their contributions, 
and their culture represented, respected, and celebrated. Each centre offers support, 
encouragement, and guidance throughout a student’s educational journey. Mrs. Griffin will be 
leading this group.  

Non-Calculator Exams 

All our students have completed the math non-calculator exams which assess a student’s foundational 
skills. Now our math teachers will reflect on which questions did the students perform well on and those 
on which they struggled. From the analysis we will look at what foundational skills would be deemed an 
area of growth. The results will be used to inform future teaching. The next non-calculator exam will be 
on the week of February 7.   You can help your children in this area by practicing multiplication and 
division tables, adding, and subtracting positive and negative integers as well as working with decimals. 
There are many websites available to help children in this area. 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 

St. Rose remembered those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for our country at a school-wide ceremony 
on Tuesday, November 10.  Our ceremony was broadcast to all homeroom classes through Microsoft 
Teams.  Our students were once again very respectful during this solemn occasion.  We would like to 
thank Mrs. Corbett for organizing the virtual event which contained videos, readings, and incorporated 
classroom participation. 

Volleyball 

We congratulate the Senior Boys on a great season which was cut short in the quarter finals. The Senior 
Girls have advanced to the semi-finals to be played at St. Rose this Thursday. The Junior Boys and Girls 
teams have a few games to go, but they have done very well this season. We have talented players and 
dedicated staff members who have made this season so successful. Thank you to Mr. Muniz, Ms. Bell 
and Mr. Cantaro (student teachers), Ms. Del Bono, Mrs. Myskiw and Mr. Whitehead for their time. 
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Flex 

On Thursday, November 25, the students were engaged in flex learning.  Flex is a time when students 
are able to direct their learning.  Some of the sessions offered were cooking, study/help sessions, crafts, 
trivia, basketball and so much more.  The students and teachers enjoyed the morning.  

Traffic  

There is a lot of traffic in front of the school in the morning and afterschool.  Please drive slowly through 
the school zone.  We have had bylaw enforcement parked in front of the school.   

Chrome Books 

As Christmas approaches, we have many parents asking about a Chrome Book purchase program from 
Edmonton Catholic Schools.  This program is no longer in place because the cost we receive for Chrome 
Books is identical to what you may receive at various stores.  

Bus Passes 

ETS bus passes for 2021-22 are $61.50.  Bus passes will be available to students at the end of the 
previous month.  If you are purchasing monthly bus passes, please note the following payment 
deadlines below.  Replacement bus passes are $73.00 (full value) 

January 7  
 

February 7 
 

 
Website and Social Media 

Information about our school including newsletters is available on our website: 
https://www.ecsd.net/8227  Also follow us on  

Twitter:  @StRoseECSD  

Instagram:  st.roseecsd 

Facebook: StRose Ecsd 
 

School Fees 

Just a reminder that school fees are now over-due.  If you have not paid them yet, please do so 
immediately.   

School Council 

Thank you to the parents who attended our November 29 meeting.  We have a wonderful 
school council that is looking out for the best interests of St. Rose.  Thank you for your time. 
Our next meeting will be on February 7, 2022 and new members are welcome to attend. 

https://www.ecsd.net/8227
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School Wear 

If your child does not have St. Rose gear or has outgrown their old ones, here is the link to 
order t-shirts, sweat shirts and much more with the St. Rose logo.  
https://strose.entripyshops.com 

The orders are placed directly through the website and delivered to your home. They make 
wonderful Christmas Gifts! 

Christmas Concert 

Thank you to Mr. de Freitas for organizing our virtual Music Christmas Concert 
which will premiere on December 15. There is nothing more beautiful than hearing 
the sounds of Christmas through the hallways as the students practice for their 
concert.  A link will be placed in each music Google Classroom for everyone to view. 

Advent Celebration 

On December 16 at 10:00 am, Father Dean will be celebrating Advent from our chapel, live-
streamed to all classrooms. We take this time to prepare for the coming of Christ by ‘Waking 
up!” What is our response? How will this season be different? How can I put Christ at the center 
of my life again, or perhaps for the very first time?  Let’s wake up this Advent season! 

Student Events: 

Leadership 

Each day, the day before Christmas break, will be full of Christmas cheer. 

Monday, December 13 is Santa Hat Day. 

Tuesday, December 14 is Ugly Sweater Day and Break-A-Rule Day.  So, what is Break-A-
Rule Day?  Teachers are busy making lists of rules that can be broken in their classes in 
order to raise funds for the Edmonton Catholic Foundation.  The Foundation consists of 
committed individuals who have a passion for Catholic Education and want the best for 
every student within our public school system. The foundation provides additional funds 
to enhance, establish, create or develop different aspects that contribute to the Catholic 
education of our students. For example, a teacher may charge $2.00 to sit at the teacher 
desk, or $1.00 to eat in class. Each teacher will set the ‘rule break’ for their class. 

Wednesday, December 15 is Christmas Wear Day. Students can earn up to 3 house points 
per Christmas item they are wearing. 

Thursday, December 16 is our Advent Celebration and homeroom door decorating contest. 

Friday, December 17 is pyjama day. Teachers have requested a day to bond with their 
homerooms and have Christmas parties in their rooms.  We will also be having a pancake 
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breakfast for all students for $4.00. Money will be collected from December 6 – 9. We will be 
ordering from McDonald’s: pancakes, sausage patty, white/chocolate milk. Each package will 
come individually wrapped. Thank you to two of our grade 7 parents for their pancake 
breakfast idea and making it a reality.  At 10:15 am students will have a choice of movies to 
watch.  They will be signing up just as they do for flex to view their movie of choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


