
 
 
 

 
 

Sept 12-16 
Drills, Lockdowns, and General Student Safety: 
 
Earlier this week, a series of events in the Homesteader community of Edmonton led to heavy police presence 
in that neighbourhood, and schools be placed ‘on alert’ by EPS. Students were kept in the school well past 
school hours. This level of interruption and risk is rare in our schools, but it is something that does happen 
from time to time. We practice lockdown drills throughout the school year to keep our staff and students 
ready, and our first practice will be happening next week. Our first lockdown this school year will be 
onThursday Sept 15. We will tell the students in advance. We encourage you to speak to your child about the 
importance of our practices. Students will learn the safest place to hide, depending on the room they are in. 
No matter where they are, they will sit quietly and out of view of windows and doors. No communication 
happens during a lockdown, so parents are not informed until after a lockdown is ended and it is determined 
to be safe. Students and staff are not to use any internet or network access to communicate beyond their 
classroom.  
 
We know that, beyond lockdowns, there are other scenarios that families and the school want to prepare for – 
particularly when students are travelling to and from school. At the bottom of this memo you will find a 
document titled “Neighborhood Safety Tips For Parents” (adapted from NCPC). It would be good to review this 
as a family. As well, the school will include these tips on Morning Broadcast over the next several weeks. 
 
In all cases involving potential serious risk to students and staff, school administration works with the Division 
and Edmonton Police Services. We take our lead heavily from EPS. If there are specific risks that EPS wants to 
communicate, we will typically send that through the family WAG, or through a specific e-mail to families. 
 
Next Week: 

Monday Sept 12 Tuesday Sept 13 Wednesday Sept 14 Thursday Sept 15 Friday Sept 16 

FIRST Cross Country 
Running Team 

Practice: 12:20 PM 
 

 Cross Country 
Running Team 

Practice: 12:20 PM 
 

Meet the staff  
6:30 PM 

Practice Lockdown 
 
 

HALF DAY 

Cross Country 
Running Team 
Practice: 12:20 PM  

 
5 Week Peek 
Sept 21: Class Photos 
Sept 27: Cross Country Run Team competes at the annual race at Hawrelak Park (first time since 2019!) 
Sept 28: St. Vincent Feast Day & Terry Fox Run 
Sept 29: Orange Shirt Day and Truth and Reconciliation activities. 
Oct 3: Family STEM Night: Literacy night for students and families (Details to come mid-September) 
Oct 3: Read-in-Week: 
Oct 7: Thanksgiving Celebration 10:45 AM.  
Oct 18: Gr 6 Immunizations 

https://www.ncpc.org/resources/home-neighborhood-safety/neighborhood-safety-tips-for-parents/
https://www.instagram.com/stvincent_ecsd/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Vincent-Catholic-Elementary-School-A-STEM-focus-school-103052465566426


 
 


