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INTRODUCTION 
 
Catholic Social Teaching is a central and essential element of our faith. Its roots are in the Hebrew prophets who announced God's special love for the poor and called God's people 
to a covenant of love and justice. It is a teaching founded on the life and words of Jesus Christ, who came "to bring glad tidings to the poor . . . liberty to captives . . . recovery of 
sight to the blind" (Luke 4:18-19), and who identified himself with "the least of these," the hungry and the stranger (Matthew 25:45). Indeed, our commitment to the Catholic social 
mission of the Church must be rooted in and strengthened by our spiritual lives. In our relationship with God, we experience the conversion of heart that is necessary to truly love 
one another as God has loved us. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools has a long and proud tradition of participation in acts of Christian charity that can be associated with the five stages of social justice as outlined by 
author Constance Fourre in her book Journey to Justice, which has been a guiding document for us. Schools are encouraged to take their children through a broad range of activities 
that allow them to experience the many ways that they can make a difference in the world. Indeed, when we consider the Five Marks of Catholic School Identity, our acts of social 
justice provide a visible and tangible embodiment of our Catholic worldview. 
 
Stage One:    Collections – bring a relief of immediate needs 
Stage Two:   Direct Service - directly filling needs in the community 
Stage Three:   Service for Empowerment - empowering people for lasting change 
Stage Four:   Reflection and Analysis 
Stage Five:    Advocacy for Structural Change 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledging that it is more difficult to reach the higher stages of social justice, particularly stage five which often has political underpinnings, based on the activities that were 
reported, our schools engaged in work in many of the stages. 
 
Every school was asked to submit the stories of the many ways that they experience the grace to be found in carrying out social justice activities. Those stories are captured in the 
pages of this report. 

Projects by Stage
Stage 1 - Collections

Stage 2 - Direct Service

Stage 3 - Service for Empowerment

Stage 4 - Reflection and Analysis

Stage 5 - Advocacy for Structural Change
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ANNE FITZGERALD 
 
For the We Care Challenge to raise funds for the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Foundation, staff donated items to a staff basket and then bought tickets to win the 
basket.  
 
Students participated in the We Care Challenge by participating in a “Bend a Rule 
Day” where they brought in money or food to earn the right to bend a rule during 
the week before Christmas. The funds raised were for the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools Foundation. 
 

ANNUNCIATION 
 
Students brought in a “Toonie for Terry” in support of the Terry Fox Foundation and 
participated in our annual school-based Terry Fox Run. 
 
Students participated in the We Care Challenge to raise funds for the Edmonton 
Catholic Schools Foundation. They participated in Movie Day, where students were 
able to watch a movie and enjoy a healthy treat for a suggested $5 donation. 
Students also participated in “Break-a-Rule Day,” where they could break some 
school/classroom rules for a donation. 
 
Kindergarten to Grade 6 students made 60 Christmas cards for residents at Kiwanis 
Seniors Housing. 
 
Grade 2 students created 54 Valentine's Day cards for the residents of the 
Benevolence Centre. The residents also made cards for the Grade 2 students. 
 
Four Grade 6 students organized a food bank drive for Edmonton's Food Bank as a 
way to take action for their IB Exhibition. One of their parents delivered the food to 
the food bank.  
 
Staff created care packages that included a mask, hand sanitizer, a card with a 
hopeful message, and some candy for the community around our school. 
 

Our Grade 6 students hosted our virtual PYP Exhibition in March. In the final year of 
the IB Primary Years Programme, students in Grade 6 conduct personal and group 
inquiries into an area of their choice. These student-initiated inquiries were the 
culmination of the student’s growth and learning during their time in elementary 
school. Under the transdisciplinary theme of, “How We Express Ourselves,” the 
students developed the central idea “People express their perspectives about 
worldwide issues to raise public awareness.” They inquired into ways we could take 
action to help prevent worldwide issues, different perspectives on the issue and 
worldwide issues could be expressed through art. Some of the global issues 
explored included viruses, poverty, pollution, homelessness, and racism. One of the 
groups collected toothbrushes for the Bissell Center. Two of the students delivered 
the toothbrushes to the Center and were able to take a tour of the facility. One of 
the groups focused on COVID-19, they decided to take action by writing and 
illustrating a children's book on "How To Keep Safe From COVID-19." This book was 
sent to Printing Services, and we provided each classroom a copy. One copy was 
mounted onto wooden plaques and placed on our school community's chain link 
fence to share with the neighbourhood. The groups who focused on pollution 
decided to share tips on ways to reduce pollution either by creating posters for our 
school community or neighborhood (posted on mailboxes) or shared tips over our 
school announcements. 
 

ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH MACNEIL 
 
Students donated items in a weeklong cereal drive to support the St. Francis of 
Assisi School breakfast program. 
 
The two Grade 6 classes at Archbishop 
Joseph MacNeil made 100 Christmas cards 
with thoughtful and touching messages for 
the patients at the Misericordia and Villa 
Caritas to uplift their spirits during 
Christmas.  
 
AJM in-person and online students, in collaboration with St. Mary and Monsignor 
William Irwin schools, collected snacks to support a school that lost their snack 



 

 

 3 

program this year. As our goal was reached, a second school was able to benefit 
from our school generosity. In total, 12,900 snacks were collected. 
 
The Grade 8 students at AJM were studying addictions and substance abuse in 
Health class. Students focused on the cycle of trauma and how often times this can 
lead to homelessness. The class researched various organizations in Edmonton that 
were in need and chose to assist the Bissell Center who were in need of various 
clothing items. Over the month of February, our school collected gently used 
clothing. The school managed to fill an entire SUV full of quality donation items. The 
volunteers at the drop off center were very excited by the amount our school was 
able to donate!  
 

For Lent, the two classes created 100 paper cranes 
per class so 200 in total, which symbolize peace, love, 
hope and healing which were also distributed to the 
patients at the Misericordia Community Hospital and 
the Villa Caritas. 
 
 
 

 

ARCHBISHOP MACDONALD 
 
Staff collected funds for Catholic Social Services during our first faith day.  
 
As a Lenten project, we collected funds for Chalice International in support of the 
Nelson Mandela Secondary School in Tanzania. 
 
Students were encouraged to sign up for yegSpark as a Lenten project. This 
empowered our students to follow their own passions and agency for change to 
make our community better. 

ARCHBISHOP O’LEARY 
 
At Christmastime, our school took part in collecting funds to provide groceries for 
families in our school community. Families from our school were identified by staff 
members, and some also self identified. Our school collected the funds through 
class collections and online donations. A class in our school created Christmas cards 
for them, and then a staff member delivered the cards containing grocery cards of 
the family's choice. After having met this need, we were still able to donate close to 
$2,000 to the Christmas Bureau. 
 

AUSTIN O’BRIEN 
 
Students supported educational and medical needs of three children who resided in 
Africa through Compassion Canada and World Vision.  
 
A Thanksgiving Food Drive was held by students and staff. There were a number of 
instances of students who experienced food shortages in our school community. 
We hoped, with the support of our families, to collect lunch and breakfast type food 
items that would be shared with our students as needed. Over a few weeks we 
collected items such as lunch snacks and cereals. The Student Services Department 
was successful in obtaining a grant of approximately $3,000 from the President’s 
Choice Foundation that was used to purchase fresh fruit and non-perishable food 
items for those students in need. Additionally, we used some of these funds to 
purchase hot breakfasts through our Cafeteria service who were supportive of our 
efforts for this project. 
 
We would like to thank our families for their support of the 27 Christmas hampers 
that were provided to disadvantaged AOB families. Through the generosity of our 
school community, full hampers of food as well as a turkey for each family and a 
$20 gift card were provided. 
 
For five days, three Edmonton Catholic High Schools, St. Francis Xavier,  
St. Oscar Romero and Austin O'Brien, joined forces to collect as many kilometers as 
they could in the virtual "Race Around the World." With support from Our Lady of 
the Prairies, St. Thomas More, and St. Mary Elementary Schools, a grand total of 
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31,800 kilometers towards the 40,075 kilometer goal was achieved. All workouts 
RUNS, WALKS, RIDES were clocked! Although the final count is still trickling in, over 
$63,000 was raised for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation, Catholic Social 
Services Sign of Hope Campaign, and kids in need in their own schools. Our school 
raised $13,002.15 for these charities. 
 

BEN CALF ROBE - ST. CLARE 
 
The Grade 4 class collected 121 items for the Edmonton Food Bank through a food 
bank drive.  
 
“The Kohkoms’ Project” is designed to extend and enhance the Cree Cultural 
Programming at Ben Calf Robe – St. Clare by facilitating a connection with Cree 
speaking community members. To acknowledge and support the vulnerable seniors 
who are a part of this community, the Ben Calf Robe School community gave out 
Pow Wow chairs, food, and a set of COVID-19 hygiene cleaning and protective 
products to senior Cree speaking members of our community. 
 
Kindergarten students went door to door sharing Christmas cheer, leaving 
Christmas cards and ornaments at 50 homes in the Highlands neighbourhood. 
 
Grade 1B created beaded bracelets and necklaces. The activity incorporated math 
concepts pertaining to patterns with Cree culture. Each piece was sold for $10 each 
and the class chose to donate the proceeds to the Edmonton Food Bank. 
 

BISHOP DAVID MOTIUK 
 
Our Grade 3's were learning about diversity of needs within communities. This 
inspired one of our Grade 3 students to initiate a school- wide drive for the Mustard 
Seed. She wrote a proposal to our Principal that described her plan for collection. 
Research as to what the unique needs were aided in creating the designations of 
goods per grade level. She asked for space within the school, and time on 
announcements. She created communication with each class, had her class create 
posters, and distributed boxes. This communication was supported by SWIFT 

messages. Students were eager to support this student led initiative and in the end 
many boxes of donations unique to the needs of the Mustard Seed were gifted. 
 
Students in Kindergarten and the Grade 3D class created cards for the Grey Nuns 
Hospital staff. In the month of December, students wrote positive notes and letters 
of gratitude for all hospital workers. We wanted to show our support for the selfless 
efforts of our essential health care workers who are keeping us safe every day 
during this pandemic. The Grey Nuns staff displayed the approximately 60 cards for 
hospital workers as they entered the building. 
 
Last January, as the Grade 4E online students (26 students) were enjoying 
participating in one of the Division Chaplain’s “Little Liturgies” service, students 
took note of the fact that he mentioned he was feeling a little tired. Students talked 
about how January is traditionally a challenging month to feel rested and uplifted. 
One student took it upon himself to create a Google Slide Deck and asked his 
classmates to join so that they could send letters of support, encouragement, 
positive feedback and thanks for all that Division Chaplain has brought into our lives 
this past year and more! He has truly kept our young students connected to the 
Church! 
 
This year our students participated in the PYP Exhibition. They researched, planned, 
created, and took action to support one another during the pandemic. Some of the 
actions that arose from this experience included posters, websites, physical health 
board games, nutritional trivia, exercise challenges, art clubs, Minecraft health tips 
and many more! 
 
Students collected approximately 75 boxes of food for the Edmonton Food Bank. 
Our Grade 6 students took the lead and created announcements, posters, slides for 
our school-wide TV screens, and drafted emails that were sent to teachers. They 
initiated contact with the Food Bank to discuss obtaining boxes, delivery options 
and dates of collection. They also researched what would be most needed in 
donation. Each day had a different focus as to they type of collection. Some boxes 
were used to create hampers for our own families in need within our own school 
community. Staff donated gift cards to supplement these hampers. We included 
our online families by further SWIFT communication and had tables set outside 
each day where they could drop off donations. This was a very successful way of 
having our online families feel connected to our community. Previous to the 
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collections, and afterwards, students studied the 10 Catholic Social Justice 
Principles and completed reflections within our IB Units that grew their personal 
integration of action within their Christian calling.  
 
The Grade 5 students at Bishop David Motiuk School completed their transition 
between the primary years program to middle years program. This transition was 
marked by the “Exhibition.” The students chose to teach the school community 
about the ways they can maintain physical, mental, social, emotional, and spiritual 
health during the COVID-19 pandemic. Students taught others in many ways 
including physical activity games, story telling, and websites. They shared their 
projects through QR codes and posters throughout the school so that other classes 
could access their projects and learn how to maintain/promote their dimensions of 
wellness.   
 
After the tragedy at Christ the King School in Leduc, the students at Bishop David 
Motiuk School in Edmonton wanted to express their heartfelt condolences to those 
impacted by the events of March 15th by creating “Christ the King: Project 
Compassion.” Actions included a compilation of prayers, poems, letters, and images 
from various grade levels in the hopes that the students could find some comfort 
during the incredibly difficult time.  
 
As part of our Lenten almsgiving reflections, students in two Grade 4 classes first 
learned about the work being done by the Hope Mission in Edmonton. Students 
supported the efforts of The Hope Mission by drawing place cards and offering 
words of support and love to families that use the Mission during Easter. The place 
cards welcomed the Hope Mission's guests to the Annual Easter Dinner. There were 
50 cards made and mailed to the Hope Mission. 
 
Students enjoyed a movie and treat in cohort groups in exchange for a donation for 
those who were able to contribute. In total, $1,500 was raised for the Edmonton 
Catholic Schools Foundation. 
 
We support the Knights of Columbus Father Hannas Council by collecting pull tabs 
from drink cans, which are then turned into wheelchairs for persons with 
disabilities. To date, we have collected tens of thousands of pull tabs. 
 

As part of the Capital City Clean Up campaign, students in Grade 4 (three classes; 72 
students) filled bags of rubbish from around the playground, school yard and school 
property. Students first learned about appropriate safety measures (gloves, etc.) 
and divided space up so that efforts were used most efficiently to clean a very large 
area. Students divided themselves into groups and when finished their area helped 
teammates to finish up so that the school's property was free from litter. 
 

Several of our classes participated in spreading kind 
messages of appreciation to all staff from the 
University of Alberta Hospital, Mazankowski Alberta 
Heart Institute and Kaye Edmonton Clinic. Over 300 
cards and pieces of art with encouraging messages 
were collected and delivered to the health care 
workers. Originally in wave 1, the healthcare sites 
received many letters and drawings of thanks and 
gratitude. Although these letters were very helpful 
in supporting the frontline staff, they stopped 
before the summer and in wave 3 our school 
community decided they could really use our 
support again. Our school was happy to spread 
kindness to some real-life superheroes.  

 
A group of MYP year 4 artists, graciously, donated their time and talents to create 
windows, “The Peace Doves” that are used during liturgical celebrations. The 
students spent numerous hours creating and designing the windows with the 
intention of service in their school, to create meaningful art that inspires others and 
represents our faith. 
 

BISHOP GRESCHUK 
 
Water bottle filling stations were installed in the school to promote the use of 
reusable water bottles instead of disposable ones to reduce waste. As part of this 
initiative, a video was created on how to use the new stations to get students 
excited to use them and reinforce that by using reusable water bottles they were 
helping to save the planet. Progress was tracked by the "water bottles we saved" 
counter at the stations. 
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As an act of giving on “Giving Tuesday,” Bishop Greschuk students created 250 
beautiful Christmas ornaments for the big ATA Christmas tree in the atrium of 
Barnett House to create Christmas spirit. 
 
Our School Advisory Council gives Santa gifts to our students each year. This year, 
our School Advisory Council gave a bookmark to students to colour and let them 
know that a donation on their behalf was made to the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Foundation Dreams for Kids to help our ECSD students in need. We thank our 
families for helping other families in need.  
 
The Grade 4 students created 43 Christmas cards that were given to seniors at 
various Continuing Care residences in Edmonton. 
 
Bag of Hope is an organization that provides backpacks filled with essentials such as 
socks, underwear, shampoo, toothbrushes, snacks, etc. to the homeless men, 
women, and children of Edmonton. These items are mainly distributed through 
shelters at Christmastime and 150 of our students made cards with messages of 
hope to go in each backpack. 
 
During the season of Lent, for the “Lenten 40 Act Challenge,” students were given 
challenges each day on the school broadcast having to do with the three pillars of 
Lent: giving, fasting, and praying. They were challenged to think about how they 
could serve others in the school and at home through their words and actions. They 
were also encouraged to come up with their own Lenten challenges on days when 
they were away from school. This simple project was a way to put the three pillars 
of Lent into action. 
 

ÉCOLE BISHOP SAVARYN 
 
For Thanksgiving, all classes collected food with the idea of sharing what we have. 
Our Family School Liaison Worker distributed food supports for our families in need.  
 
Twenty-two large boxes of food bank items were donated to the Veterans 
Association of Northwest Edmonton. Students also wrote 200 thank you cards to 
the veterans. This was part of our Remembrance Day Peace Ceremony.  
 

Students were encouraged to help 
fight hunger by bringing in a toonie to 
complete a Bishop Savaryn turkey for 
our “Toonies for Turkeys” fund raiser 
for Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Conquer Hunger. This activity showed 
the students how many individual acts 
can add up to make a big impact on the 
lives of others in need. In the Christmas 
season, the spirit of sharing with those 
who have less than us was discussed, 
and this activity helped bring the spirit of sharing to life at Christmas. Students and 
staff who brought in a toonie were given a feather to decorate in their own unique 
way. The students got to add their feather to our turkey on the wall in the school 
hallway. The students saw the turkey grow with each feather added making a whole 
turkey. This visual of the turkey with all his feathers was reinforced by the amount 
of money the school raised to donate to help conquer hunger which was over $800.  
 
Each classroom in the school created a well stocked Christmas food hamper for 
Bishop Savaryn families and the Parent Council topped off these hampers with a 
$50 gift card and laundry baskets for all the items to go in. Each class made sure a 
family was equipped with all the sides, fixings, desserts, and breakfast items needed 
to enjoy a Christmas meal. A cooking pan was also included to cook a turkey that 
families could choose to purchase with the gift card. The Family School Liaison 
Worker at the school delivered to the families in need from the Bishop Savaryn 
Community. Some hampers were also given to some families from other ECSD 
schools that were in need. As items were gathered from each class, the spirit of 
giving to those with less than ourselves was discussed with the students in their 
classrooms. 
 
The students were asked to bring in kindness bags for folks living in homelessness 
or high risk youth. Families were invited to fill plastic bags with the most needed 
items as stated by the Hope Mission including underwear, socks, hand warmers, 
gloves, toiletries, and each bag included a card with a kindness message for each 
individual receiving a bag. The school put together over 200 kindness bags and staff 
delivered to those most in need. 
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CARDINAL COLLINS HIGH SCHOOL CLAREVIEW 
 
Each classroom received a backpack that students were encouraged to fill with self-
care and school items. COVID 19 has had a major impact in all areas of our life. We 
have learned to navigate wearing masks, online learning, and bathing in hand 
sanitizer. We have seen an increase in anxiety and depression as we physically 
distance and cope with high youth unemployment. Many people are unable to pay 
for basic personal items. As student representatives of Cardinals Collins, we wanted 
to help those who needed a hand. This social justice project was for any student in 
need in an Alternative Education School. Donations supplied students with basic 
needs like toothpaste or lip balm. 
 

CARDINAL LEGER 
 
Our students participated in the annual Terry Fox Run in September. Leading up to 
this event was an awareness campaign on the life of Terry Fox, the history of the 
Terry Fox Foundation, and the impact of cancer in our community and the world. 
The school collected donations for the Terry Fox Foundation as well. The school 
raised just over $400 for the Foundation this year. 
 
For Thanksgiving this year, our school held a “Breakfast Cereal Collection” campaign 
to support the breakfast program at Our Lady of Peace School. Normally we do a 
general food collection for the Edmonton Food Bank, but this year we were 
approached by Our Lady of Peace school who were wondering if we would be able 
to do a collection on their behalf. Of course, we said yes! Through the month of 
October, we managed to collect 197 boxes of cereal. 
 
Every year for the month of December, our school and community hold a large food 
collection drive. Our goal was to provide every family in need in our school 
community with a Christmas Food Hamper. Each hamper held enough food for the 
family (breakfast, lunch, and dinner, including a Christmas turkey and ham), a gift 
card for necessities, and gifts for children in that family (if possible). While it has 
been a challenging year for many families, and donations were lower than normal 
this year, we were still able to create 7 hampers that were hand delivered by staff 
to the families in need in our school community. 

Every year for decades, students at our school (such as our Grade 9 Leadership class 
and our Social Justice Club) visit our feeder elementary schools throughout the year 
to build connections with the students, become peer mentors, tutor struggling 
students, read and play games with the Kindergarten to Grade 2 students, and so 
on. This was not possible this year due to COVID-19, however; we still attempted to 
make connections with the elementary students. Students at our school made 
videos of themselves reading children's books which were then sent to our feeder 
elementary schools for the students to watch in class. Visiting and participating with 
students in our feeder elementary schools has been a long-lasting tradition, one 
that we strive to continue, even when times are rough. 
 

CHRIST THE KING 
 
Grade 1 and 2 classes made 165 Christmas cards and 72 gifts (ornaments/art) that 
were passed out at Christmas by the chaplains and priests at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital. The cards and gifts/pictures were given to many patients and a few staff 
members. These were received with a smile and a thank-you. Many responses from 
patients were received. 
 
The Grade 3 team wrote 75 Christmas cards of kindness which were distributed to 
residents at the McConachie Garden's Senior home in December.  
 
Our school community had a student who was terminally ill. A Go Fund Me 
campaign and a Giving Tree were initiated to help the student and his family. The 
proceeds were brought to the family in the month of December. 
 
Grade 5 and 6 students made 118 Christmas cards for the residents at Miller 
Crossing Care Centre. 
 
The Grade 2E students made over 30 Valentine cards for the residents at the Revera 
- McConachie Gardens. The residents were thrilled to receive them, posing for some 
photos with the cards in their hands. 
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Grade 1 students created 95 Easter-themed 
cards and 95 gifts which were delivered to 
the patients at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital. Responses from the patients were 
compiled and returned to the school to be 
shared with the students. Some of the 
comments were, “May God Bless the 
students,” “This will help me to get stronger 
knowing that Jesus is with me all the time,” 
“This will remind me that I am not alone,” 
“The heart in the middle of the cross will remind me that I am loved,” and “I haven’t 
smiled in days, now I feel better. Thank you.” 
 

As a Lenten social justice project, students 
at Christ the King collected toiletries and 
other essential items for the Mustard 
Seed Foundation. All grades between 
Kindergarten to Grade 9 including our 
students online participated. Collectively, 
we were able to collect over 2,800 
individual items.   
 
 

 
A Memorial Walk was held in honour of a former student who was 8 years old when 
he was first diagnosed with cancer. He was in Grade 8 when he passed away. On 
June 8th, 2021, the school community completed eight laps around the school field 
together. As he loved the Oilers, students and staff wore Oiler jerseys or orange and 
blue. The money collected was used to purchase a bench and some trees to create 
a memorial for the former student on the school grounds. 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
Classrooms created 18 Christmas hampers for families within our school 
community. Extra hampers were donated to the St. Elizabeth School community. 

Horizon Community League also donated funds to purchase fresh items for each 
hamper. 
 
Staff purchased and donated items to the London Drugs Stocking Stuffers for 
Seniors program. Approximately 45 items were collected and donated to the 
program to help bring joy to isolated seniors over the Christmas season. 
 
The school held a weeklong food drive with a specific theme for each day. The 
students and staff collected over 1,600 items for the St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank 
at St. Theresa Parish. Staff then delivered these items. 
 
For Random Acts of Kindness Week, students in Grade 1 created 175 cards for 
seniors at Silver Birch Place in Sherwood Park and students in Grade 2 created 65 
cards for seniors at Laurel Heights Seniors Residence. Staff at both residences 
distributed the cards to the seniors at their facilities. 
 

DIVINE MERCY 
 
For the Orange Shirt Day Project, lessons were created and shared with all staff to 
support student awareness around the peaceful and respectful process of Truth and 
Reconciliation. Through conversation, listening to stories, prayer, having an 
Indigenous speaker come to the school, and working with our school’s Indigenous 
Learning Services Consultant, we provided opportunities for all students to be 
engaged in critical learning to better understand the situation of Indigenous 
children and young people whose lives were changed through the tragedy of the 
Residential Schools. Resources were gathered and reviewed with the Indigenous 
Learning Services Consultant who also provided teaching resources for student 
learning and growth about Indigenous culture. All culminating projects were 
displayed at the front of the school for the month in addition to specific teachings 
around the history of Orange Shirt Day. 
 
All students participated in the Royal Canadian Legion Project for the care and 
concern of Veterans and their families for Remembrance Day activities. Activities 
were implemented by all teachers to support students to develop a deeper 
understanding of peace and Remembrance Day. Essential questions included: What 
is peace? What peaceful actions is God asking of me? What will it look like when I 
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practice peace? Students learned about the Canadian history around Remembrance 
Day, lessons included history of the poppy, listening to several stories with critical 
thinking questions/activities, learning about the Royal Canadian Legion and the 
justice work they do today to support soldiers and veterans. We asked the students 
to talk to their parents, look at their saved allowance and donate to a classroom 
collection box. The money collected was donated to the Legion so that they could 
continue to support those who had served and those who still serve all Canadians in 
the name of PEACE. 
 
The Grade 5 students created a project for food bank collections for the St. Theresa 
Parish Food Bank. The students were challenged to be agents of change and create 
research-based projects for the Kindergarten to Grade 4 classes to support their 
learning about hunger and to encourage empathy about the importance of Food 
Banks. Their slogan, “Together We Give,” was used in Google slide presentations 
shared with the classrooms over a two-week period. One Grade 5 collaborative 
group also drew pictures for the younger students to color and decorate their food 
collection boxes but more importantly for them to learn about most needed food 
bank items. The grades worked together to identify needs in the community, where 
the food would go and the importance of being part of social change. 
 
All students in Kindergarten to Grade 5 completed an art or writing project to send 
thanks or care to front line workers and to seniors who have been deeply impacted 
by isolation and loneliness. Different classes came up with a variety of ideas that are 
listed below by Grade. At Divine Mercy we have the continuous goal to encourage 
students to recognize the gift of sharing their time and talents and that doing so is 
as an act of service through God. 
 
Together, the Kindergarten class discussed the happiness they can bring others 
through kind words and deeds. The students wanted to create bookmarks so every 
time a senior read the bible or a book, they could look at the bookmark and know 
someone was thinking of them and created a drawing just for them.  
 
Grade 1 students created a Front-Line Worker Recognition project to bring joy to 
those who contribute to our society and in our community. They chose to make 
cards and deliver the cards to custodians in our school who help keep us safe, 
nurses in the community who take care of us from COVID-19 and at the hospital 
(teacher delivered to Medi Center near hospital), firefighter who keeps us safe from 

fires, paramedics who transport us to the hospital when we are very sick (teacher 
delivered to paramedics), supermarket staff who made sure we had food during the 
pandemic and everyday (teacher delivered to Save on Foods). Pictures were shared 
with students and families during online learning and demonstration of learning on 
contributions to the community. One wonderful added outcome was that the 
firehouse invited us to visit them for an online fieldtrip. 
 
Students in Grade 2 and 3 created stuck stories and displayed them in the form of a 
book. They provided these for seniors getting haircuts at Special Touch Hair salon. It 
gave them the opportunity to share their writing and hopefully brighten someone's 
day.  
 
Students in Grade 2 and 3 worked together to create chair exercises and games for 
senior citizens at St. Andrew’s Center. They were recorded and sent as part of 
wellness sessions. 
 
Grade 4 and 5 students connected with Devonshire Senior Home a local Senior 
Home. They sent letters and cards of encouragement to build a connection with 
seniors in the community as this was an especially vulnerable and lonely time for 
seniors.  
 

ÉCOLE ESCUELA FATHER LEO GREEN 
 
Students in Grade 3C collected new and gently used winter items for those in need. 
Students sorted and organized the materials, and their teacher brought them to 
Ben Calf Robe School. 
 
Every two weeks, a different class walked over to the St. Michaels Seniors Home to 
spread joy and love to the residents. The residents looked forward to the 
opportunity to see the children through the window. Students danced, read books, 
and left special homemade gifts for the residents. The students left anywhere from 
50-100 cards/gifts each month. There were eight residents who requested pen pals 
and the Grade 5 students wrote to them. Such a beautiful experience for everyone! 
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The Grade 1 class collected toiletries for those in need at YESS (Youth 
Empowerment and Support Services). Students packaged up the items and brought 
them to the worthy recipients. 
 
Students in Grade 1/2 Spanish class decorated brown paper bags for clients of the 
Mustard Seed to brighten their day. 
 

FATHER MICHAEL MIREAU 
 
Students from all grades wrote 90 thank you cards to front line workers and first 
responders (Royal Alexandra Day Surgery Unit, Grey Nuns Maternity Unit, EMS 
platoons, etc.). The cards were then shared with some parents who worked in these 
fields, and they shared them with their co-workers.  
 
The recycling club (made up of Grade 4 students as it ties into one of their Science 
units) donated $250 from the money they got back from the bottles and juice boxes 
that were recycled, to the 2020-2021 We Care Challenge. 
 
The Fundraising Friends of Father Michael Mireau (parent fundraising committee) 
took their profits from the Glo Dances that were held in the past and donated the 
funds to the We Care Challenge. 
 
Students in Grade 4B inquired into the effects of COVID-19 on the elderly and as 
Remembrance Day approached, they wondered if this affected many of our 
Canadian veterans. They reached out to the Royal Canadian Legion Greater 
Edmonton Poppy Fund and asked how they could help. The students learned that 
collections had been low this year and wanted to help. Collaborating, they 
developed a school-wide social justice initiative to engage their community and 
collect for The Poppy Fund. Students developed a game called "Veteran-Ball," a 
variation of volleyball. For every dollar collected, students had the chance to shoot 
volleyballs at hoops set up in the gymnasiums. For every successful shot that was 
made, a student was given a red poppy to put on their classroom doors. Classes 
competed to have a field of poppies on their doors. To get the message out, the 
students created a Google Slides presentation as well as a YouTube video 
https://youtu.be/qNqkf4th19U that was sent out to the parent community. Our 
story got the attention of Global News and the students were even featured in a 

news segment https://globalnews.ca/video/7462620/global-news-hour-at-6-
edmonton-november-13.  
 
Grade 4A and 4C classes wanted to put their faith into action by spreading kindness 
and joy to others during the time of Advent. In watching Global News, the classes 
discussed a report on seniors making posters for all to see and asking for a "pen-
pal" over the holidays to keep them company. The classes decided to create 50 
Christmas cards to be delivered to TouchMark at Wedgewood Senior Centre in 
hopes to bring joy to others, especially in this time of the pandemic where visitors 
were not allowed. Touchmark responded back to the Grade 4's with a kind letter 
explaining how much the cards meant to the seniors. Reviewing this letter with the 
Grade 4's allowed them to put into perspective that a kind deed, no matter how big 
or small, goes a long way. Spreading kindness matters!   
 
The Grade 5 students undertook a partnership with Rutherford Heights Retirement 
Residence to develop a lasting relationship between students and the residents. At 
this stage, the involvement included approximately 150 Christmas and Valentine 
cards enough for at least one to each resident, 50 pen pal letters, and 3 Christmas 
videos (one from a group of students from each Grade 5 class). Students recognized 
that one of the most powerful gifts that they had to give was love, and that the 
residents who live at long-term care facilities such as these were especially in need 
of this gift during the time of a pandemic, where they often feel scared and lonely. 
It was intended that this gift of love would be reciprocated throughout the 
remainder of the school year through shared virtual story reading, artwork, and 
video conferences where the seniors would have a chance to mentor students and 
respond to questions about their heritage, history, and world experiences. The 
students also recorded themselves reading their favourite picture books and sent a 
selection of 5-10 videos from each class to Rutherford Heights for the residents to 
enjoy. 
 
Grade 2 students collected “Loonies for Love” cash donations to take to the Bissell 
Center. The Bissell Center needed donations to buy warm clothing, $200 helped 63 
people. Staff and students collected enough cash donations from February 1st-
February 12th to help 1,260 people. 
 
The School Council and the Fundraising Friends of Father Micheal Mireau (FFFMM) 
hosted a virtual "Zoom Magic Show" for the school community. The minimum fee 

https://youtu.be/qNqkf4th19U
https://globalnews.ca/video/7462620/global-news-hour-at-6-edmonton-november-13
https://globalnews.ca/video/7462620/global-news-hour-at-6-edmonton-november-13
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for participation was $5, but families were able to donate more if they so desired. 
Over $700 was raised and the technology company that the FFFMM used waived 
their fee and topped the donation up to $1,000 for the Hope Mission the charity of 
choice of our Principal. 
 

FATHER MICHAEL TROY 
 
Some student representatives came up with an idea and created a presentation to 
our social justice team to promote a collection for Santa's Anonymous. This 
document was then shared with the whole school and students were asked to make 
a monetary donation to Santa's Anonymous. Due to COVID-19 restrictions and 
online learning, toys or cash donations were not being accepted at the school, 
instead, families were directed to the website. Students were encouraged to let 
their teachers know when they had made a donation and then an ornament was 
made on their behalf to hang on the school Christmas tree.   
 
Students wrote letters to send to the Canadian Armed Forces who would be 
overseas during the Christmas season. The letters were thankful and reflective. 
Students recognized the service these members provided to our country and the 
sacrifice they made to be away from their families during the holiday season. The 
students then mailed their letters in time for soldiers to receive them before 
Christmas. 
 

FACILITY SERVICES 
 
In lieu of our annual Christmas Lunch, our Active 4 Funds were donated to Kisiko 
Awasis. 
 

ÉCOLE FRERE ANTOINE 
 
Grade 2 students explored what Thanksgiving meant as they explored what needs 
were in Social Studies and how some basic needs such as food were not available to 
all. They prepared and made announcements and newsletter inserts to collect 
grocery gift cards for St. Theresa Parish’s Food Bank.  

The School Council proposed a Christmas fundraiser to support the Breakfast & 
Lunch Programs at our sister school, St. Elizabeth. A “Christmas Art Card” fundraiser 
was created. Fifty percent of the funds collected from the cards went to  
St. Elizabeth School's program and the other fifty percent went to the We Care 
Challenge. 
 
Throughout the year Grade 4 students collected recyclables after lunch and 
donated the funds received from recycling to the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Foundation. 
 
Students in Grade 6 researched various social justice organizations and voted on the 
one that best suited our Hunger Lunch school-wide activity. This activity was meant 
to bring awareness and act against poverty and have a positive impact on this 
injustice. Donations were collected across grades and donated to the organization 
“Rise Against Hunger.” 
 

FRESH START WESTMOUNT 
 
A small group of Fresh Start students volunteered at the United Way to help sort 
“Tools for Schools.” Outcome was to learn about giving back while also learning 
about job readiness skill development. 
 
Orange Shirt Day is an event created in 2013 designed to educate people and 
promote awareness in Canada about the Indian residential school system and the 
impact it has had on Indigenous communities for over a century, an impact 
recognized as a cultural genocide, and an impact that continues today. Students 
celebrated by decorating the display boards in school. Fresh Start leaders mentored 
Junior High FNMI students in creating posters to display in school. Students 
watched videos to gain knowledge of the day and orange t-shirts were worn to 
celebrate.  
 
The Moose Hide Campaign is a grassroots movement of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous men and boys who are standing up against violence towards women 
and children. Wearing this moose hide signifies your commitment to honour, 
respect, and protect the women and children in your life and to work together to 
end violence against women and children. Both Junior High and High School 
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students took part in various Braided Journeys weekly virtual learning circles in the 
month of January and February that focused on the Moosehide Campaign and 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Children. In addition, students all 
attended the Moosehide Campaign one day virtual conference where they listened 
to various speakers, and Elders. Fresh Start leadership students instructed two 
classes with St. Mark School on this very topic and personal pledges were made on 
poster paper on how students were going to educate others on the significance of 
the Moosehide Campaign, and squared pin hides were handed out and display 
boards reflected this project. 
 
Fresh Start student leaders instructed a class on Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women for Junior High school. They watched videos, created posters, students took 
red dresses from school and took photos of them in various environments, and a 
Fresh Start leader showcased them by creating a PowerPoint slide show to be 
featured on St. Marks TV screen. Both sides of the schools were decorated with red 
dresses and photography image boards. A CSL post secondary student investigated 
having a Fresh Start 2021 Red Dress Image Board of our own, and one for St. Marks 
2021. Every year when we focus on these topics and student photos are submitted, 
a new image board will be created. 
 
For Random Acts of Kindness, Fresh Start Student Leaders worked very hard and 
created envelopes for each individual staff member that were displayed on hallway 
boards for each passer-by to place comments in. All comments were distributed 
after the project to staff and numerous gratitude was expressed. 
 
Our school's Queer Straight Alliance, consisting of students who are of all gender 
identities, met on a regular basis to learn about inclusivity issues, and worked to 
promote inclusivity within our school and community. 
 
Our school collected recyclable containers for the “Empties to Winn” program. The 
containers were donated to the Winnifred Stewart Society for its revenue 
generation and employment program.  
 
Staff, with the help of PC Charities, provided simple breakfast foods for our 
students five days of the week under the “Breakfast for Learning” program. This 
program attracts students to attend school and enables them to perform better 
throughout the day.   

GENESIS ONLINE LEARNING 
 
Students were asked to provide a random act of kindness to someone they knew or 
a stranger by donating money, clothes, or spending time with a loved one. 
 
During the Lenten season, students and their families donated money and/or food 
to the Edmonton Food Bank. 
 
Students created 27 Easter cards and letters for seniors. The cards/letters were 
printed and delivered to a nursing home. This idea was conceived by the students. 
 
To help spread joy during the uncertainty of COVID 19, students in two separate 
Grade 4 classes were asked to create posters or letters of appreciation. Students 
were encouraged to post their posters in their windows or on their lawns and to 
send the letters to their loved ones or frontline workers. Some of the students have 
parents who are frontline workers, so they used that connection to spread joy and 
appreciation. 
 
Grade 6 students took on a leadership role as “Buddies” and mentored Grade 3 
students in the online environment. Students worked in small groups each week 
and fostered cross-age relationships. They engaged in different activities every 
week to build socio-emotional skills like communication, patience, responsibility, 
and leadership. 
 
The Grade 3 students made 65 cards for health care workers to show their 
appreciation and support during the pandemic. 
 
After the last restrictions were put into place, students created cards for senior 
citizens at Miller Crossing Long Term Care. The goal was to spread and demonstrate 
solidarity by spreading compassion and working towards the common good during 
difficult and lonely times. 
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GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
The Kindergarten students became Kindness Elves and provided candy canes, 
bookmarks, and jokes for several classes of older students at the school. They sang 
virtually for the parent community and made books/presents for families. 
 
A “Scrub-dub-dub” collection of toiletries was done for the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. 
 

To help support others in need, the 
Good Shepherd students collected non-
perishable food items for the Edmonton 
Food Bank during the week of 
December 7 - 11, 2020. Our Good 
Shepherd Food Bank Project followed a 
theme each day for donations from 
different food categories:  Macaroni 
Monday, Tuna (or other types of meat 
or alternatives) Tuesday, Wheaties 
Wednesday, Tin of Soup Thursday, and 

Fruit and Veggie Friday. Each student placed their own donated items in labelled 
boxes at the front of the school. This followed COVID-19 safety protocols. Our Food  
Bank Project was a huge success. We collected 37 boxes of food! We are thankful 
for the generosity of our Good Shepherd students and parent community.   
 
To learn about almsgiving during the Lenten season and to make our world a better 
place to be, the 20 students in Grade 1W decided to make “Blessing Bags” for the 
Hope Mission. Students created questions they had about what the Hope Mission 
did in the community. A woman who works with children at Hope Mission 
connected with the Grade 1's via a Microsoft Teams meeting to answer the 
students’ questions as well as share pictures with the students. Students made a 
goal to bring in 2 items a week for 6 weeks so that each student could create 1 
Blessing Bag with 10 items inside. Students surpassed their goal, and each student 
was able to make 2 bags with 10 plus items inside. Some of the items collected 
were protein bars, gloves, hand sanitizer, toothbrushes, toothpaste, fruit cups, 
tissue, and deodorant. Students also made blessing messages for each bag. On the 

Friday of spring break, 45 bags and 2 large extra boxes were delivered to the Hope 
Mission. Students reflected on the experience as well. 
 
Collected mittens and socks for Catholic Social Services. 
 
Gathered food and clothing donations for The Mustard Seed for the homeless. 
 
Created 35 Easter cards to deliver to residents in memory care at Touchmark at 
Wedgewood. 
 
A Grade 2 class created 22 Spring cards to deliver to residents in memory care at 
Touchmark at Wedgewood. 
 
In support of the Our Lady of Peace School snack program, snacks and breakfast 
cereal were collected. 
 
The Grade 3 students collected non-perishable items for the Edmonton Food Bank 
and made curricular connections with Geometry unit and Social Studies. 
 

ÉCOLE ESCUELA GRANDIN 
 
Traditionally, students visited Manoir St. Joachim, a senior home across the street 
from the school on Halloween to trick or treat and visit with the seniors. Due to 
COVID-19, this year the residents from the Manoir sent over some treats for our 
students and in return our students sent back some beautiful thank you cards and 
Halloween pictures. With this ongoing relationship our students understand the 
importance of building relationships in the community with gestures small or large.  
 
Students were offered a Halloween treat to purchase as a donation to their 
organization of choice. The amount of $820.75 was collected from this fundraiser 
and students chose to give the donation to sick kids at the Stollery Children's 
Hospital. 
 
The Kindergarten class and staff collected food for the Food Bank before Christmas. 
 
Collected bottles for Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 
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Students and parents were asked to donate baby items for parenting teens who 
attend Our Lady Grace outreach program. We held the donation drive called "Fill a 
Crib" during the month of January as a celebration of Epiphany, when Jesus, as a 
baby, was revealed to the Magi. Our school ended up donating 15 boxes filled with 
various baby items.  
 
Students and seniors from the St. Joachim Manor exchanged Valentine's Day cards. 
St. Joachim seniors also sent treat bags for each student. We delivered over 250 
cards to the seniors who live across the street. 
 
During Random Acts of Kindness, students sent prayer notes to the patients at the 
General Hospital as well as thank you notes for the frontline staff who were dealing 
with COVID-19. Our school delivered over 150 notes. 
 

H. E. BERIAULT 
 
Grade 9 students in our school designed a fundraiser in each homeroom to collect 
funds for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation Guardian Angel Fund through 
a variety of challenges. The group of students who organized the project also 
provided some insight to their peers about the important work that this fund does 
to support ECSD students. In total $458.60 was donated to support the fund. 
 
We collected new and gently used winter clothing items for the Bissell Centre for 
Edmontonians in need. 
 

ÉCOLE HOLY CROSS 
 
The students collected a variety of toiletries for the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
(SSVP), in partnership with St. John the Evangelist Parish during our "Scrub-A-Dub-
Dub Donations" campaign during March 2021. The drive was a success, with the 
students collecting around 10 boxes worth of toiletries, all of which will make life a 
bit easier for those who were helped by SSVP. 
 

In March, Grade 1 students collected canned and non-perishable food for the food 
bank located at St. John the Evangelist Parish. The students were able to collect a 
couple of boxes worth of food to donate and the church was grateful to receive it. 
 
The students in the Grade 4 class created their own club called "Stand Up for 
Wildlife" and collected various items such as food for animals for the Edmonton 
Humane Society. The students were concerned for the well-being of the planet and 
the animals that inhabit it, so they decided to show some initiative and collect items 
that would aid in the health of animals. 
 

HOLY FAMILY 
 
Students and staff in all grades along with their families participated in a food bank 
collection for St. Teresa of Calcutta School. Students in Grade 7 decided they 
wanted to be sure that this benefitted someone in our own community. We 
gathered 11 large full boxes of food and delivered them to the school at the end of 
October. 
 
Students in Grade 5 learned about Tourette’s Syndrome to understand and support 
one of their classmates. This was a year long project where students sought to 
educate themselves and others on the gifts and talents that continue to be 
cultivated by their classmate and those in the community who are afflicted by 
Tourette's. Students participated in the Tourette's Trek, created presentations for 
other students and become knowledgeable agents for change in our school building 
for speaking about how they stand with their classmate, and in turn, other people 
with extraordinary needs.  
 
Holy Family School collected food items to directly support our school parish 
foodbank, Corpus Christi Catholic Parish, as part of our dedication to the  
St. Teresa/Corpus Christi Parish Family of Schools. Items were collected by classes 
and then donated to the foodbank to support our community and those needing 
food. 
 
Students in Grade 9 Art participated in a year long study of their role as an artist to 
be an advocate, beginning with understanding what advocacy can look like, 
identifying causes or events that were personally impactful or important and 
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seeking to understand how this has impacted themselves or others around them. 
Throughout the year, students engaged in various art projects of varying forms that 
celebrated their learning and reflective work in this area. Their reflective work and 
subsequent art became a focus of our Holy Family Fine Art Gallery where students 
created a hallway Fine Art Gallery for other students to visualize the perspective 
that had been developed in causes that were selected personally by students. Many 
of focusses of these social justices had been of personal impact on the student or 
someone they had known and this project allowed them to connect in a deeply 
personal manner with the hope that this may lead to a longer connection to this 
knowledge and a deepening of commitment to the cause identified. The school 
itself is left with a gallery space that can be continually revitalized and used to 
further inspire these or other students to experience personal social justice causes 
and impacts.  
 
Holy Family School became involved with Angels for Babies, a non-profit, 
community outreach organization that provides essential services to young mothers 
and babies. Our school provided space for the organization to store items, facilitate 
their fundraising auctions and events, and help get their services out to the 
community. We assisted in “word of mouth” support and welcoming of the group 
to our staff and School Advisory Council meetings to share the valuable work that 
they do in the community.  
 
Students collected bottles throughout the year around the school to gather monies 
and to learn about recycling to support their Grade 4 Science curriculum. These 
funds were donated to the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation. 
 

HOLY TRINITY 
 
Our teachers and staff collected food for the St. Theresa Parish Food Bank and 
toiletry items for YESS (Youth Empowerment and Support Services) during the 
months of November and December. In total, students and staff donated 
approximately $300 worth of toiletry items and approximately 450 lbs. of non-
perishable food items. All items and food were dropped off right before Christmas 
break.  
 

Teachers collected funds for YESS during the Christmas/Advent season. Funds were 
collected as part of an ongoing Social Committee initiative that involved staff 
participating in fun games and tournaments over the course of the month leading 
up to Christmas break. Some of the games included a socially distanced "Rock-
Paper-Scissors" tournament and a game of staff-wide Microsoft Teams virtual 
"Battleship." It was a very fun and camaraderie-building way to raise money for a 
very good cause. In total, staff raised approximately $2,500 for YESS. 
 
Holy Trinity completed our second food collection of the school year for the  
St. Theresa Parish Food Bank. Students and staff collected 250 lbs. of non-
perishable food items for this round of collection. Holy Trinity is extremely proud of 
our students and staff who continue to give and support the community despite the 
challenges posed with online learning during this school year.   
 

ÉCOLE J. H. PICARD 
 
Students in Grades 5 and 6 wrote 60 letters/messages of kindness, gratitude and 
thanks to our health care workers who have been essential during the pandemic. 
These written messages were shared with the staff at the University of Alberta 
Hospital.  
 
All elementary classes collected much needed items that were donated to The 
Mustard Seed. 
 
Over the past few months, J. H. Picard Fashion Studies 20 and 30 students engaged 
in direct service work by participating in our “Hand-Sewn Mittens for the Mustard 
Seed” initiative. Each student followed a pattern to construct one or two pairs of 
lined mittens to donate to the shelter that is located in our neighbourhood. Twelve 
pairs of mittens were completed. Another 4 pairs are scheduled to be completed by 
the end of the school year. The mittens will be donated to the Mustard Seed for use 
this coming fall and winter.   
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J. J. BOWLEN 
 
Students collected money for the Terry Fox Run fundraiser. Our school collected 
over $584 dollars this year for this worthy cause. 
 
A winter collection of food was undertaken by our student body for the Northeast 
Catholic Food Bank at St. John Bosco Parish to help families in need in the 
communities served by the Parish. 
 
Food vouchers and toy vouchers were given to the families of students in our school 
who were in need before the Christmas break. 
 
A request was made to the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation through the 
Helping Hands Fund to assist a student in the school whose family’s internet bill was 
in arrears. This family had limited income and was assisted in paying the bill. The 
family required internet as their child was learning remotely this year and would 
not be able to participate in classes without this resource. The family was very 
appreciative of the help received. 
 

ESCUELA JOHN PAUL I 
 
Staff held a Christmas Movie event in their classrooms with chips and juice. 
Students donated $3 for the event and the funds were donated to the We Care 
Challenge campaign. 
 
Families donated grocery store gift cards which were given to families at the school 
who were in need. 
 
Throughout the Lenten season, students brought in Ziplock bags containing 
personal care items which were then donated to the Bissell Centre. The students 
donated over 300 “Kindness Bags” for those in need. 
 

KATHERINE THERRIEN 
 
All students in our school participated in the Terry Fox Run. Students were 
encouraged to bring in a "toonie" for Terry or a silver collection, to go towards 
cancer research. The important part of this event was the action taken by students 
and the positivity they shared participating in this event, particularly during COVID-
19 regulations and protocols. The students displayed enthusiasm and a willingness 
to make a difference. A total of $274.95 was collected by our small school 
community.  
 
For this Year's We Care Challenge, we wanted our school families to be able to 
share in the gift of hope, joy and time spent together. We collected craft materials 
and put together three family Christmas Craft packages. One Christmas Tree craft 
was given to each family to do together. Families were encouraged to donate 
denominations of $5 or more to get the other two packages (an angel ornament 
and tabletop decoration). We also had a movie and popcorn afternoon for our 
students, for which we asked for $3.50 per child or $5 per family. All proceeds went 
to the Challenge. Our small but mighty school community raised a total of $360.13 
for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation Dreams for Kids! We received many  
photos of families spending time together to complete the family crafts during this 
very difficult and different year! 
 
Grade 6 students worked throughout the year to create and maintain a working 
connection with residents at the Dickinsfield Extended Care Centre, whom we have 
had a longstanding relationship with through the HOPE Foundation. Throughout the 
year, the students engaged in activities to bring hope to the residents. They wrote 
postcards, Christmas Cards, created canvas paintings of hope that were displayed at 
the centre and then in the rooms of residents, and wrote positive letters of hope 
throughout the year. Although this year they could not engage in personal visits as 
in the past, they did endeavour to provide a meaningful connection that would 
continue to serve as a means of Hope to the residents of Dickinsfield. 
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LEARNING SERVICES 
 
Food items along with cash donations were collected and delivered to St. Teresa of 
Calcutta School for Thanksgiving. A list of suggested food items was sent to staff of 
Learning Services (St. Peter) and collection boxes were made available in support of 
students and their families. 
 
The staff of Learning Services collected winter clothing, healthy snack foods and 
self-care items for the OUTPost Day Shelter.  This shelter supports young people 
who are experiencing homelessness or at risk of homelessness. The team at the 
shelter works in collaboration with Children's Services to ensure youth are safe 
from the risks of living on the street and connected with community supports. The 
shelter relies heavily on community donations and was very much in need of warm 
winter clothing and healthy snacks as the winter approached.   
 

Learning Services staff was joined by staff 
from Lumen Christi Catholic Education 
Centre for a pre-Christmas event. The social 
committee decided to raise funds to 
purchase sporting supplies for Kisiko Awasis 
School. Between the two sites $1,300 was 
raised. This amount included a last-minute 
Christmas gift donation by Learning 
Services staff members of $10 each. 

 
A student had his backpack stolen from him and it contained his hearing aids. The 
family was unable to purchases new ones.  We raised $950 to purchase the hearing 
aids. 
 

LOUIS ST. LAURENT 
 
Students each brought in non-perishable food items and a toonie to purchase fresh 
items for Christmas hampers. Robust hampers were created for 27 LSL families. In 
the past, cash donations were usually around $1,200, this year we engaged our 
parents to contribute, and we reached $7,325.00. As a result, 23 of our families 

were supported. Each supported family received boxes of non-perishables and $325 
Superstore Gift cards. The students were involved in collecting, organizing, and 
making the hampers. Staff were involved in delivery to the homes. 
 
LSL staff adopted one of our families for Christmas. The family members were asked 
to make a wish list. The family received everything on their wish list from cutlery,  
X-box, hockey equipment, clothing, blankets, kitchen items, etc. Upon delivery, they 
were filled with tears of happiness . . . On Christmas Day, the grandmother reached 
out to express her gratitude and joy brought to her grandchildren, saying it was 
“their best Christmas ever.” 
 
Before Christmas, some Religion classes made 150 Christmas cards for the residents 
at Whitemud Lifestyle Options, a long-term care facility for people with Alzheimer's 
disease and dementia. The cards were hand crafted, with messages of love, hope 
and salvation written inside. The cards were then individually wrapped and 
quarantined for two weeks as per protocols before they were delivered to the 
residents. The staff of the care facility sent pictures of the cards in some of the 
residents’ rooms and also shared experiences when the residents received the gifts 
from our students. 
 
With the media and real stories from families, the students discussed hospital 
situations and the impact on front-line workers. The students decided that if they 
made cards with a heartfelt message of gratitude that their efforts would let health 
workers know that they were recognized for the sacrifices they made everyday and 
that we were grateful for the service they brought to others during a very difficult 
time. There were real stories of students who had lost loved ones. Students 
designed and printed hundreds of cards with their messages. These 200 cards were 
dropped off in December for staff in facilities chosen by the students which 
included the University Hospital, Whitemud Lifestyle Centre, and a Seniors' Home in 
Sherwood Park. The teacher shared beautiful heartfelt emails from many of the 
health caregivers which was a wonderful project to engage student hearts by taking 
time to recognize and be grateful for others. Another 200 thank you cards were 
delivered in May. 
 
In the Spring of 2020, ECSD organized a Spring Hamper drive. We supported five of 
our families with $100 of fresh food items for their families every two weeks. The 
hampers were delivered by the Family School Liaison Worker. 
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This Spring in our community, staff and parents were invited to donate money to 
"Barons Helping Barons” for the purpose of supporting basic living needs of our 
own families with Spring hampers. With these monies, 25 families were given $150 
gift cards for Superstore to make food purchases.   
 
Our WIN/KAE students made 80 beautiful hand drawn thank-you cards which were 
sent to all of our 80 LSL families who generously donated to the "Barons Helping 
Barons." Students journaled about their discussions and experience of connecting 
with the acts of love, recognizing the love our LSL family shares to care for all our 
LSL family members. 
 

MARY HANLEY 
 
The Grade 3/4 online class made 23 postcards for Veterans for Remembrance Day-
sent to a Continuing Care Center. At Christmas, they made 15 Christmas cards for 
the Laurel Heights Retirement Residence and for Kindness Week, the students 
made 15 cards for the Sherwood Park Superstore grocery workers. 
 
Students in our online Grade 6 class wrote 25 thank letters to the Canadian Armed 
Forces and then also wrote 25 thank you cards to the important adults in their lives. 
 
Students brought in a variety of items such as socks, mittens, toques, scarves, 
toothbrushes and toothpaste for a Giving Tree. These items were then shared with 
some of the families in need within our school as well as with The Blessings Project 
YEG. Over 500 items were collected. 
 
Students in the Grade 1 online class made and distributed 19 thank you cards to 
healthcare workers at Christmas.  
 
Our Grade 5 online students made 20 Christmas cards for seniors. 
 
Our Grade 2 in-person class made 24 Christmas cards for the Misericordia Hospital 
and the Cross Cancer Institute. As well, they made 24 cards for SCARS staff. 
 
The Grade 6 in-person class wrote and delivered 24 cards to a senior’s centre and 
wrote 24 parent appreciation letters during Kindness Week. 

Our Media Resources staff sent two boxes of gently used books to Sacred Heart 
School in Hinton for the students in that Kindergarten to Grade 6 school to enjoy. 
 
The Grade 1 in-person students made 28 cards that were delivered to a senior’s 
home. 
 
Our students collected food for St. Theresa's Parish and the Blessings Project YEG 
that was shared amongst some of our families in need. 
 

MONSIGNOR FEE OTTERSON 
 
Our school has used the annual opportunity to walk/run and donate during the 
Terry Fox campaign to raise the awareness for the importance of cancer research, 
as well as remember the selfless contributions of Terry Fox to the community.  
 
Our student and parent communities responded to (and exceeded) the request of 
one of our school partners in the city for a Breakfast Cereal Campaign. It was heart-
warming to see the tower of boxes as students (in-person and remote learners) 
brought them in to the school to help replenish the cupboards of our partner 
school. 
 
Due to the limitations and restrictions of COVID-19, our annual Bethlehem Express 
took on a different format this year. Instead of delivering wrapped toys/gifts to 
other students from schools in need, gift cards were donated by the students, 
families and staff members and distributed to families in need. 
 
Since 2011, our school has provided support for educational needs for a student in 
Burundi, Africa. This year, our school-wide Lenten project helped meet the 
commitment we made to this student. 
 
We hoped to be able to continue encouraging our students to help empower others 
by their fundraising activities. This year, we partnered with CHALICE to support and 
communicate with a school in Nairobi, Kenya so that they could purchase much 
needed desks and lockers. Our Grade 9 students took on various leadership roles in 
this campaign and mobilized the entire community to extend their support through 
virtual classroom visits, posting prayers and encouraging cash and online donations. 
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The "ReconciliActions" that paved the way for an awareness of the culture of 
Indigenous peoples of Canada continued to resonate with our school community. 
This year, in preparation for the National Indigenous History Month, we invited an 
ECSD Curriculum Consultant to speak to our Grade 9 students. Our students then 
generated plans to continue raising the much-needed awareness for truth and 
reconciliation, and explored ways to support our Indigenous peoples. 
 

MONSIGNOR WILLIAM IRWIN 
 
Students participated in the Terry Fox run and raised funds for the Terry Fox 
Foundation. We raised $1,388 as a school community.  
 
Students brought in donations of snacks for the St. Gerard School snack program 
and St. Elizabeth School meal program. They tracked the donations as a school on a 
chart. The students came up with a goal of 7,000 snacks, this goal was surpassed 
and were able to support another school as well! 
 
Through a board game afternoon in all classrooms, $1,458.25 was raised for the 
Catholic Social Services Sign of Hope Campaign.  
 
After Halloween, students brought in candy donations as well as food donations for 
the Edmonton Food Bank. They filled 5 large food bank collection boxes! 
 
Students in Grade 3 created 40 Christmas cards for the seniors at the Good 
Samaritan Centre. 
 
Students in Grade 6 made 21 Christmas cards for veterans at the Dianne and Irving 
Kipnes Centre for Veterans. 
 
Grade 5 students wrote 21 letters of gratitude to our first responders. They sent 
them to nurses, police, doctors, paramedics, firefighters, grocery store workers and 
more. 
 
Our French Immersion students made 150 cards to deliver to our French senior's 
care facilities which included St. Thomas, St Joachim and Le Manoir de Shepherd's 
Care. 

Students chose to support an anti bullying campaign after reflecting on what issues 
mattered to them most. As a class, the Grade 5 students decided they wanted to 
honor pink shirt day by creating educational videos and posters to help people put a 
stop to bullying and mean behavior. 
 

MOTHER MARGARET MARY 
 
For the third year in a row, Mother Margaret Mary students and staff purchased 
and wrapped personalized Christmas gifts for all students at St. Jerome School. 
Unfortunately, we were not able to join St. Jerome for the presentation of the gifts 
this year but were only able to deliver them.  
 
Students designed and wrote Christmas cards that were delivered to local senior 
residences with messages of Hope and Peace for the Christmas Season.  
 
Our school community recognized and embraced Black History Month. This was 
done through daily features on morning announcements, Black History Month 
slides on hallway carousels, and the selling of stickers containing original student 
artwork depicting images for Black History Month. 
 
Through a Valentine’s Day initiative, students were able to purchase items with the 
proceeds from the purchases donated to the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Foundation. A total of $100 was donated.   
 
Even though MMM is located in a relatively affluent area of the City of Edmonton, 
some of our families struggle to provide the basic necessities of lunch for their 
children. This often goes unnoticed in high schools. A program was put together to 
provide access to quality lunches with funds obtained from the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools Foundation.   
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ONE WORLD . . . ONE CENTRE 
 
During Random Acts of Kindness Week, staff worked together to gather food items 
for the St. Francis of Assisi School snack program. 
 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
 
As a community, we collected and shared cereal to support school breakfast 
programs in Edmonton Catholic Schools for students in need. 
 
Our students shared messages of hope and joy to neighbours and our community 
old age residence to help people remember to choose joy in these times. 
 

OUR LADY OF PEACE 
 
It is tradition at Thanksgiving for our school to collect Twoonies for our families in 
need. With the money collected, we purchased gift cards for some of our families. 
This year we supported three families with $50 gift cards for Superstore.   
 
All the classes in the school created crafts, 
painted pictures, made Christmas decorations 
or wrote letters to senior citizens at the 
Millwoods Shepherd's Care Seniors Centre. 
Some students heard about how the senior 
citizens were being affected in the seniors' 
homes and they decided to make their lives 
brighter by doing something for them, like 
writing letters and making crafts.  They 
wanted to bring a bit of joy into their lives when they were in isolation. We isolated 
the crafts for a week and then delivered them.  
 

Our staff and students in Cree Language/Culture 
brought in new items from home and created a raffle. 
Tickets were $1. We were able to create two big 
baskets. The proceeds went to the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools Foundation Champion Project Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIES 
 
The French Immersion Kindergarten class gathered supplies, treats, toys, essential 
items, and school supplies for children in Ukraine. They filled two backpacks worth 
of goods, one for a boy and one for a girl aged 4-7 years. The backpacks were flown 
overseas to Ukraine by Sisters of a local Ukrainian Catholic Church who is affiliated 
with orphanages and children in need (Bridge of Hope operated through the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy).  
 
The Grade 1 students collected small change and donated the funds to the 
Edmonton Humane Society. Cards were created and delivered for Valentines Day 
and Easter for the senior citizens at Hardisty and Touchmark Care Centers. We also 
collected non-perishable food items to donate to the families in need at the school 
level. 
 
Our School participated in the “Race Around the World” and collected money for 
the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation Dreams for Kids Fund and the St. Francis 
Xavier School Project. 
 
Both English Kindergarten classes grew fresh produce for families in our school. A 
need to receive produce was identified as it can be expensive as well it is not easy 
to get from the food bank. We planted many heads of lettuce, kale, and bok choy, 
in our hydroponic garden from seed. We were excited to watch the plants grow, 
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then distributed them to families in our school community so they could have a 
fresh meal. 
 

OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 
 
Students in each Grade created their own Christmas 
themed artwork which was then photographed and 
made into sets of Christmas cards. Parents then 
purchased their child's cards for $10 per pack in 
support of the We Care Challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our school adopted the Grade 5 and Grade 2 class at St. Leo School. Donations of 
various items were collected to create Christmas presents for students in the Grade 
5 class. We collected items to fill 26 gift bags for students at St. Leo. Our Grade 2 
students made 20 cards to go with a book they purchased for each student in Grade 
2 at St. Leo.  
 
Students created personalized Christmas Cards and small individual treat bags that 
were distributed to our local seniors’ residence and Misericordia Hospital front line 
health care workers. Grade 6 created 16 cards to go to our senior centre along with 
candy canes. Grade 4/5 and 3/4 created about 40 cards with life saver candies for 
the Health Care workers at the Misericordia. 
 
Our school collected cereal boxes as part of our Works of Mercy-Feed the Hungry 
Lent Project. We collected a total of 65 boxes which were delivered to Ben Calf 
Robe School in support of their food hampers. 
 
The students in our Grade 3/4 class created 20 painted and laminated bookmarks 
that were given to the priest of St. John the Evangelist Parish to distribute to 
parishioners that were sick or alone. The bookmarks carried messages of hope and 
love. 

Our Grade 4/5 class created 14 hand made scarves 
and cards that were delivered to our local senior's 
residence as part of our Lenten Works of Mercy 
Project. 
 
 
 
 

SIR JOHN THOMPSON 
 

February was Food Drive month at our school. 
Our student leadership team created several 
students led events which highlighted the need 
to donate to the Edmonton Food Bank. 
Education was provided to our students as to 
the ongoing need as well as items that the 
Food Bank was in short supply of. Our goal was 
to collect over 1,000 items for the Food Bank. 
Our goal was once again surpassed totaling 

1,498 items for “Stamp Out Hunger” for the Food Bank. 
 
This year we continued our long-standing relationship with the Catholic Social 
Services Sign of Hope Campaign in November. This year there was a tremendous 
amount of awareness throughout our school as to the many families who were 
struggling financially due to COVID-19. Our students and staff decided to take on a 
clothing drive. The education piece here was to communicate with parents and 
students to look in their closets and donate items that could be better used by 
others in our community. A partnership was established with Value Village for 
receipt of the clothing and household items. It was felt that this was a way that 
everyone could participate without causing undue financial hardship for our 
community. The goal was to stuff our school transporter. We were very happy to 
donate 2,500 lbs of clothing. Our total donation to the Sign of Hope Campaign was 
$25,412.65. 
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This year due to COVID-19 restrictions on types of 
Physical Education activities, our PE department came 
up with the idea to do show shovelling in our 
neighboring community. We had already identified a 
lady with terminal cancer who lived across the street 
and committed to shovelling her walks throughout the 
winter. Our parent community donated 70 shovels and 
10 brooms to our project. Our PE classes dressed up at 
each snowfall and shovelled walks and driveways in our 
community. Our students 
and staff were the direct 
recipients of gratitude of 

the many people who were working from home and 
were overjoyed to see students out shovelling their 
walks. This type of community connection and doing 
something for someone else without any benefit for 
yourself was a true part of the philosophy of our 
community. 
 
Our students organized several fundraising activities that lead up to Earth Day on 
April 22nd. All the fundraising activities had an environmental focus in support of 
“One Tree planted” where $1 goes to plant 1 tree. Activities included a bottle drive, 
picnic in the park, “Buy a leaf on the Tree” in our common area, and worms and dirt 
dessert cups. We raised $600 for this endeavour. 
 

SISTER ANNATA BROCKMAN 
 
For a Thanksgiving collection, each class was challenged to collect one box of 
macaroni and cheese per student in their class. The children accepted the 
challenge, and many classes tripled their goal. Our grand total was 1,297 boxes. The 
collections were split between the Good Shepherd St. Vincent de Paul Society and 
the food banks at St. Gerard and St. Teresa of Calcutta Schools. 
 
Warm Hearts Warm Hearts (WHWH) Run is a 5 km run through the inner city in 
which runners hand out backpacks filled with winter essentials like toques, mitts, 
scarves, socks, and toiletries to our city’s homeless and in need. WHWH offers a 

small piece of comfort to those suffering in our harsh winters. At minimum, 500 
backpacks are delivered to individuals in this yearly event. Since 2016, Sister Annata 
Brockman School has always made an effort to collect and serve in this cause. In 
2020, due to COVID-19, students and teachers could not participate in the personal 
delivery of backpacks to Edmonton’s most vulnerable citizens in the inner city but 
92 backpacks were assembled by the school. These backpacks were filled with 
winter essentials like toques, mitts, scarves, socks, toiletries (toothpaste, soap, 
toothbrush, feminine hygiene products), masks for COVID-19, and $5 coffee cards 
for Tim Horton's or McDonald's. 
 
Our school community assembled Christmas Hampers to be shared with St. Teresa 
of Calcutta School. Twenty-Five hampers were prepared for families the size of four 
to five people. Each hamper also included a gift certificate of approximately $90. As 
our Junior High students were in an online learning environment, they were invited 
to drop off non-perishable food during the hours of 7:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. which 
were also donated to St. Teresa of Calcutta School. A large Food Bank box was 
prepared. 
 
The Chalice in School's Lenten Social Justice activity was implemented school-wide. 
The project was shared in three phases. The first phase was awareness of the 
challenges for providing a good education for Rikiau Primary School. Rikiau Primary 
shared their video and provided information regarding their challenges and 
requests for support as well as a welcome to SAB. SAB students responded with our 
own video which shared prayers and information on our school activities. The 
second phase of the project was “sharing our gifts and talents”. Each grade 
completed an activity to share with Rikiau Primary including bookmarks, dance 
video, prayers, letters, pictures, and videos on special activities (building a 
snowman, snowshoeing). Each class wrote a prayer for Rikiau Primary school which 
was shared over the announcements. The SAB Junior High Leadership team 
organized a “skip a class” day, in which the students had the option to choose a fun 
shared activity (via Microsoft Teams) such as magic shows, dance, etc. The final 
phase of the project was a reflection phase completed by the students and 
teachers. The total funds raised were $6,096 for Rikiau Primary. 
 
The Grade 5 students attended a virtual field trip on May 19th to learn about the 
Mustard Seed organization and how they can help moving forward. This field trip is 
done yearly with the Grade 5's and in the past, the students brought in supplies to 
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make sandwiches on site. This year, due to COVID-19, the students learned about 
the Mustard Seed virtually. 
 
A teacher started an International Women’s Day initiative in 2019 at Sister Annata 
Brockman not only to raise awareness about women’s issues but to show students 
that they had a voice. Today we are facing many inequalities in our society and 
being a woman of colour, she wanted to teach students through this initiative that 
they can be leaders by using their voice and to stand up to what they believe in by 
educating themselves and raising awareness. This year for International Women’s 
Day, a “Pad Drive” was held to raise awareness about Period Poverty and the stigma 
around menstruation. The support from the SAB community was overwhelming. 
Staff, parents, and students (both male and female) reached out and contributed 
with donations. Our goal was to collect 200 boxes of feminine products for the 
Women's Emergency Accommodation Center and in total 463 boxes were donated. 
It was amazing to see the whole community come together for a great cause. Along 
with the “Pad Drive,” the teacher arranged to have 67 students come together 
virtually to discuss and learn more about Period Poverty. In previous years, pre-
COVID-19, students usually came together on International Women's Day after 
school and had an event to raise awareness about issues women face like education 
equality and women in sports. 
 
Students participated in “RunWild” where portions of there entrance fee was 
donated to the Zebra Foundation. In partnership with our School Council (SAC), the 
SAC arranged to match up to $6,000 of entrance fees to the Zebra Foundation. A 
virtual prep rally was held to talk about Zebra Foundation and students made 
commercials to endorse this important event. 
 
Grade 6 students from Sr. Annata Brockman created over 150 Origami Cranes for 
distribution to patients of Misericordia Community Hospital and Villa Caritas on 
Easter morning. Our goal was to bring cheer, hope, and healing to patients on 
Easter by making cranes. 
 
The students in Grade 1 learned important ways they can make a difference to help 
the environment. They were eager about taking ownership to protect and improve 
their beautiful school community, they became involved in the 2021 Capital City 
Clean Up (CCCU- School Yard Clean Up Earth Day Clean UP). The schoolyard is 

cleaner and safer thanks to them! It’s been truly inspiring for us to see these change 
makers take action and do their part to care for God’s creation. 
 

ST. ALPHONSUS 
 
At Thanksgiving, each class was assigned a food item and staff purchased turkeys 
and pies for food hampers for 15 of our families. 
 
We had teachers volunteer to bring in items for a children's gift basket and for a 
staff gift basket. Students were to bring in 50 cents for a ticket to win the basket 
and staff were charged $2 for a ticket with proceeds going to the We Care 
Challenge for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation. 
 
Our staff social committee organized a fun activity for Secret Santa. Each staff 
member was given another staff member's name and had to purchase a toy that 
they thought that staff member would have wanted or had as a child. The toys were 
collected, and a cute slide show was done up for all staff to see and then the toys 
were donated to families in our school for Christmas and Santa's Anonymous. 
 

ST. ANGELA 
 
St. Angela’s staff responded to an urgent request from the Bissell Centre for hats, 
toques, scarves and socks during a period of extreme cold in Edmonton. 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, many senior citizens experienced extreme 
loneliness as they are unable to leave their homes or have family members and 
friends visit them. Our students in Grades 4-6 decided to write letters to the seniors 
living at Shepherd’s Care-Kensington Village to lift their spirits and brighten their 
day! Our students in division two also invited our younger students in Kindergarten 
to Grade 3 to participate by adding drawings and artwork which were also included 
in our care package of approximately 150 letters/cards.  
 
The Social Justice project for division one was about becoming aware of people and 
animals who might require help. Every class was tasked with finding an endangered 
animal and then they educated another class on how we can protect them. We also 
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read the book, "Those Shoes," and considered the needs and wants of people. 
Classes then discussed how we can help people who do not have all their needs 
met. 
 

ST. ANNE 
 
Students brought in donations for the Terry Fox Foundation for the Terry Fox Run 
and raised $240. 
 
Students collected food for the Food Bank during the Thanksgiving Season. 
 
As part of the Grade 3/4 Advent Celebration, we had the different classes in the 
school donate items that we used to make food hampers for families in our school 
that needed some help. The students put together the hampers and the hampers 
were delivered to the families that were identified as needing some assistance. 
 
Heart inspired art from a Brazilian artist was used to create Valentines and write 
kind messages for our senior and community centre Dicksonfield. 
 
Grade 6 students designed face masks and used the funds from Denton's and 
United Way Make Your Mark on Poverty to fund their purchase. They then sold 
these masks to the school community and raised funds to buy essential items for 
our city's most vulnerable. Bags of essential items, along with handmade cards were 
delivered to the Marion Shelter (approx. 20 backpacks were donated). 
 
The school community collected food donations for the Edmonton Food Bank. 
 
The school participated in a school-wide break-a-rule day to raise money for the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation. 
 
Students in various grades made cards and outside decorations for the neighbours 
at Dickinsfield Continuing Care Centre. Multiple times they took part in a distanced 
visit through windows. 
 

ST. AUGUSTINE 
 
Through the ATA Social Justice, staff donated money to Basically Babies to support 
new Moms with babies. 
 
Gift cards and gifts were collected for families of students in our school who would 
otherwise go without gifts at Christmas. 
 
Christmas cards were created and sent to seniors in three different Seniors Homes. 
In total, 130 cards were sent to seniors across Edmonton. 
 
Christmas food hampers for school families were prepared with food donated by 
staff and the families of students. 
 
A bottle drive was held each Thursday morning for three weeks. Two staff members 
took the bottles to the bottle depot and the money was donated to the Edmonton 
Catholic Schools Foundation. 
 

ST. BASIL 
 
Each class collected food for a Thanksgiving food hamper. 
 
Jean Forest Leadership Academy (JFLA) students participated in the collection of 
warm clothes, which was a project organized by Grade 7. They took the collection 
way beyond the original idea to include piles and piles of items. 
 
Every student in JFLA was asked to report on a relative or other Canadian who had 
experienced war in the Service of the country. The report included reflection on the 
effect of war on individuals and on the country. 
 
Every year for Remembrance Day, we invite Polish Combatants to our school 
celebration for Polish Independence Day/Remembrance Day as November 11th also 
commemorates Polish Independence Day. This year, due to COVID-19, we could not 
have any celebrations in the gym. A committee created a virtual celebration 
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commemorating both national holidays. The Grade 7A class of 17 students make a 
huge card which was delivered to the Combatants. 
 
Christmas Hamper items were collected by our families from St. Basil to collect and 
give to nine of our families within our school community. Our school staff helped 
organize/sort the items and deliver the items.  
 
As a Polish bilingual program, we value and respect the service of the veterans 
every year, but because of the COVID-19 crisis this year, our students wanted to 
reach out to the senior citizens who had been impacted greatly by the pandemic 
and restrictions on visits. During the holiday season, the students of our Grade 5/6 
split class worked hard to spread cheer and hope by creating Christmas cards for 
the residents of the Polish Veterans and Senior Citizen House of Edmonton. They 
made over 70 cards, each with a written Polish greeting, prayer, or well-wish and a 
teabag was attached as well. 
 
Twelve students in Grade 7 worked together and organized a school-wide project to 
help the Hope Mission organization. They created videos to share with each class 
first explaining what the Hope Mission organization was and further explaining 
what we as a school community could do to help. The students asked for warm 
clothing donations. Over three weeks, the entire school collected items such as 
mitts, hats, scarves, socks, etc. Over ten boxes of items were collected. Once all the 
donations were gathered, they were dropped off at the Hope Mission downtown. 
 
For the second year in a row, students in the school participated in Operation 
Christmas Child. This operation, run by Samaritans Purse, brings joy to children in 
less fortunate parts of the world by giving them a Christmas gift (when they usually 
would not get one). The gifts are shoeboxes that have been carefully packed with 
things such as soccer balls, colouring books, socks, gloves, soap, toothbrushes, etc. 
At St. Basil, students created and filmed informational videos about what was going 
to take place in the school for Operation Christmas Child. We had a friendly 
competition to see which homeroom class could bring in the largest number of 
donations. Once all the items had been brought in, students collected them from 
classrooms and carefully and methodically packed shoeboxes. We packed 117 
shoeboxes this year. 
 

JFLA students made 80 cards with encouraging Christmas messages and mailed 
them to the Canadian Armed Forces for delivery. 
 
Hand-made Christmas cards were made for active members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces. Students thanked the members for their service and dedication, let them 
know that they were loved and appreciated, and wished them a Merry Christmas. 
These were created and sent off to Ontario for distribution in late November/early 
December. We made about 30-35 cards. 
 
Students hand-made at least one Valentine's Day themed card each that thanked a 
veteran for their service and let them know that there were people who cared for 
them. These were created and sent off to Ontario for distribution in early February. 
We made about 25-30 cards. 
 
JFLA Grade 8 students made 50 Valentine cards for seniors in nearby care homes. 
They also made them for seniors in their own lives. 
 
For Valentine's Day/Random Acts of Kindness, students in both Elementary and 
Junior High created 135 homemade Valentine’s Day cards with messages written in 
both Polish and English to spread some joy and kindness to the residents at the 
Polish Veterans Senior Citizens Home. 
 
JFLA Grade 9 students took the initiative to welcome and encourage Grade 2 
students who were displaced by painting. “Junior High students are nice to us!,” 
was the response.  
 
To mitigate the stress of reorganization, older JFLA students put together bags with 
prayers and treats for younger students. 
 
The JFLA students researched women in science and reflected on how to move 
forward to increase numbers and consider their own futures. 
 
In anticipation of Easter, in partnership with Holy Rosary Parish and the Presidents 
Choice Food Grant program, we provided hampers for our struggling families prior 
to Spring Break. Some students we fed regularly, and this was an opportunity to 
stock our families’ pantries to ensure our students were fed during the weeklong 
break.  
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Students learned about the importance of volunteering and giving back to their 
community. A class spent some time outside cleaning up the school yard and 
surrounding areas around the school. The class then talked about how it was 
important to care for our environment and why we needed to care about our Earth. 
 

ST. BENEDICT 
 
The staff collected funds for Christmas hampers for families in need. 
 
Our School gathered a collection of new socks (all sizes) that were used to decorate 
our Christmas Sock tree in the library. Donations were given to the Bissell Center 
when we dismissed for the Christmas break. 
 
Through the ATA Social Justice, staff took up a collection for Boyle Street and raised 
$138.60.  
 
Kindergarten to Grade 6 students collected $1,263 for Jump Rope for Heart. 
 

ST. BERNADETTE 
 
Our school participated in the Terry Fox Walk/Run as a school-wide project and 
collected $973 for the Terry Fox Foundation. 
 
The Grade 3 class made 20 Christmas cards for the seniors at McConachie Gardens 
Retirement Home. The teacher delivered them to the seniors. 
 
The Grade 1 social justice project this year was Valentines for Veterans. We made 
75 homemade Valentines and sent them to Veterans Affairs Canada so that they 
could be distributed to veterans across our country. Many veterans are elderly and 
cut off from family and friends due to COVID-19. We wanted to share our love and 
make them feel special!   
 
Gift cards were collected by our school community to assist the bereaved family of 
one of our 100 Voices students who passed away. 
 

ST. BONAVENTURE 
 
Each class did their own activity to acknowledge the special anniversary of the Terry 
Fox Run. Classes made posters to put on the Social Justice Board as well. A Toonie 
for Terry was collected, and the school donated $331.35. 
 
Our students from Kindergarten to Grade 6 wrote 300 cards of encouragement and 
prayer for the Grade 12 students at Cardinal Collins School as they prepared to 
write their final exams. This has been an ongoing practice over the last few years. 
Previously, cards were given to the Grade 12 students right before writing their 
Diploma Exam. Feedback suggested that the students truly appreciated the cards. 
 
Every Tuesday a Health Tip was read to the students during morning broadcast. 
Health tips ranged from physical to emotional to mental health benefits. On 
Tuesdays, all students were given a healthy snack during the day. Snacks ranged 
from apples, bananas, celery to snap peas. 
 
One of our Grade 3 students tragically lost her father this year. Students prayed for 
the student and her mother. Her classmates made her cards of encouragement. 
Staff collected gift cards, money, and items to donate to the family.  
 
Each Wednesday, one of our staff members picked up bread from the Food Bank 
and filled bags full of bread for about 20 families in our school. These families 
looked forward to Wednesdays. 
 
During Christmas and Easter, our students colored pictures to decorate St. John 
Bosco Parish. The parish Priest and the staff displayed them in the church for all 
those attending Mass to see along with pictures from other schools. We have a 
close relationship with our community parish. 
 
Each school day during the month of February for February Fun Challenge, a new 
challenge was read out to the school during our morning announcements. Everyone 
was encouraged to go out and try to do it that day, for example, clean your room 
today without being asked or compliment your brother or sister today, etc. 
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During the month of February, a Random Acts of Kindness Staff Bingo was held. All 
staff were given a bingo card filled with Acts of Service and collection. The goal was 
to fill the entire card and to send at least one photo of them doing one of the acts. 
Names were then put into a draw for a prize. It was fun!! 
 
At the beginning of February, an FNMI Cultural Facilitator from Indigenous Learning 
Services was at our school for a hand drumming as story telling residency. He spoke 
of accepting and respecting others. The students learned about his rich culture. 
Knowledge is power. 
 
Students participated in a “Break the Rule for others” activity. The at school 
students were allowed to break school rules for a monetary fee while one of our 
online classes took it to a different level. Their teacher allowed them to break a rule 
only if they did an act of service for someone else. For instance, they could chew 
gum while learning but they would have had to make their sister's bed for her 
before that. Such a great idea from one of our teachers. 
 
Our students raised $648.35 during our Break a Rule Day in March. Students paid 
$1.00 per rule that they wanted to break. Looks like our kids like breaking rules. We 
donated $324.18 to Sign of Hope and $324.18 to the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Foundation. 
 
During Lent, we shared a Lenten Prayer Cart that travelled from class to class. Since 
we could not pray together, the travelling cart helped us feel connected. Each class 
decided on their own prayer when they received the cart. 
 
Typically, our Grade 5 students attended Leadership Camp at the Tim Horton's 
Camp in Kananaskis. This year it was not possible. The students still had Leadership 
Lessons with their teachers and earned their Leadership Beads as they would at 
camp. Over the span of three months, they shared a Tim Horton's Leadership Tip 
during our morning Broadcast. Grade 5 students wrote the tip and read it on 
camera so the rest of the school could learn from them.  
 
Our morning Broadcast was run by a group of Grade 6 students. Each one of them 
had a specific day to be an anchor with a co-anchor. On that day they got to school 
early, prepared by practicing announcements and then read to the entire school. 

They were responsible for catching up on any missed work while they were out of 
class and a few of them even wrote prayers and jokes for us. 
 
One of our kinders is diagnosed with Apraxia of Speech. His sister in Grade 5 
created a PowerPoint explaining the condition and she included valuable tips that 
taught others how to deal with people affected by this condition. The entire school 
watched the presentation during our morning Broadcast on May 13th and then 
everyone was encouraged to wear Blue on May 14th. The presentation was very 
informative and empowering. 
 

ST. BONIFACE 
 
Food was collected for Christmas hampers for needy families in our school 
community. Food was sorted and given to the families by the student community. 
 
We collected socks for and donated them to Sock it to YEG for the Bissell Center. 
 
Students in Grade 2 wrote 25 letters and Grade 4 wrote 22 letters of thanks to 
essential workers at various Caritas Hospitals. Teachers then sent these by mail to 
the workers. Workers wrote back letters of thanks to the students. 
 
Our students paired with students at St. Teresa of Calcutta School to find areas of 
greatest need in their school and then collected for these items. Administration 
then delivered these items to the school and spent time there understanding their 
needs. The students built relationships with their friends through Microsoft Teams 
meetings and created lessons on the Arts and IB focus for their classes. Items and 
letters were sent to and from each school and students and teachers built lasting 
friendships. 
 
To continue the relationship-building between our two schools, our Grade 1A 
students created "Blessing Bags" for their Grade 1 buddies at St. Teresa of Calcutta 
School. Our 1A students thought of essential items that their buddies might need 
and, in consultation with their teacher, a list was compiled. The students donated 
masks, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, toothpaste, toothbrushes, socks, combs, breakfast 
bars, and small toys. They assembled the bags and attached a lovely note of 
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blessings to each bag. The bags were delivered 
through IMC to our St. Teresa of Calcutta 
Grade 1 buddies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. BRENDAN 
 
Many staff members brought toys, clothing items and art supplies for one of our 
families who lost everything in a fire in the Fall of 2020. These were items the family 
requested. We also applied for and received $1,500 from the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools Foundation Helping Hands Fund that helped pay for food and furniture for 
this family. This was coordinated by the Principal and Family School Liaison Worker. 
 
In October of this school year, a request was made to all our families to donate 
items to our food bank, which helped families in need in our school community. 
Many boxes were collected and distributed to our families in need of food in 
October and November by our Family School Liaison Worker.  
 
Staff asked that $10 from each of their social fund donations be donated to the Sign 
of Hope Campaign. Total donation was $520. 
 
Our Fundraising Society offered nine, $100 Superstore gift certificates to support 
nine school families in need prior to Christmas this year. This was coordinated by 
our Family School Liaison Worker.  
 
The Kinder and Extensions program students prepared approximately 130 cards for 
the Hardisty Care Centre seniors as a Valentines Day Friend Cards Project. The 
children valued each part of their gift created for our new senior friends! Our 
package was delivered February 4th. Hopefully, the cards brought joy to those who 
received them!  
 

At Easter, the Kinder and Extensions program students prepared approximately 50 
festive Easter art creations for our senior friends to brighten up their hallways and 
windows. A parent who was a staff member of the centre delivered the creations. 
We hope they enjoyed our tissue paper crosses and eggs, as well as window 
decorations that looked like stained glass.  
 
Students learned about the Pillars of Lent in Religion. As an act of Almsgiving during 
Lent, student's collected socks for the homeless and egg cartons for the Mustard 
Seed. Students became involved by bringing in bags full of items and 
communicating the class project to their parents/families. 
 
Students will be walking and delivering letters to Ottewell Place Lodge for Seniors’ 
Week (June 7th-11th). Due to COVID-19 restrictions, students will not be going in 
the facility. However, students will be encouraged to wave and smile to the seniors 
during the scheduled drop off. Prior to the field trip, students will be writing letters 
to the seniors with the theme “intergenerational connections between seniors and 
children.” Student's will be describing their experience during COVID 19 (both 
positive and negative) and asking a few questions to the seniors who reside there. 
In response, the coordinator will e-mail back some of the senior's responses and 
connections to the student's letters. 
 

ST. CATHERINE 
 
Students collected money/donations for the Terry Fox Foundation. There was also a 
community walk where the whole school participated to show support for this 
wonderful Foundation.   
 
The Grade 8 and 9 students embarked on a Santa Letter Writing Project where they 
wrote Santa Letters for the Grade 1 and Grade 2 students to read.   
 
To show veterans support for all their service, students created 50 Valentine cards 
and wishes that were then shared with the veterans.   
 
Students built a doghouse and donated it to the SPCA.   
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A calendar filled with daily kindness ideas was shared with the school by the Grade 
7 CTF class. 
 
In order to reduce the amount of waste caused by masks, clean and safe ideas were 
shared with the entire school via broadcast on how to recycle or repurpose used 
face masks. The Grade 5/6 online class created videos to share with the entire 
school. 
 
To celebrate Care for Creation Day, the Grade 2 class built a bird house to be used 
on our school property. They along with other classes also picked up garbage. 
 

ST. CECILIA 
 
The school collected donations for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation 
totalling $300.   
 
A hamper drive was held at Christmas. We were able to generate 15 hampers. Of 
those hampers, 11 were donated to our families through our Family School Liaison 
Worker and Braided Journeys LC. The remainder of the food went to support other 
local charities. 
 

ST. CHARLES 
 
For two weeks at the beginning of October, students from Kindergarten to Grade 6, 
and their families were invited to donate non-perishable food items to support the 
on-site food bank at St. Teresa of Calcutta School. Due to the closure of schools in 
Spring 2020, high socio-economic need, and COVID-19 restraints, the school's food 
supply needed restocking. Students sorted food items by categories and were able 
to fill just over 25 boxes of food for families in need. 
 
Kindergarten students collected individual snacks and asked the other classes in the 
school to donate snacks as well for snack bags for students at St. Alphonsus School. 
Items included granola bars, juice boxes, popcorn, crackers, fruit cups, food 
pouches, and more. Kindergarten, with the help of Grade 3 classes, then assembled 

snack bags. A variety of about seven snacks were placed in each snack bag. Our 
school delivered 340 snack bags to St. Alphonsus School! 
 
As part of the Grade 1 Social Studies curriculum, students learned about urban 
communities. The students of Grade 1 brought forward discussions about people 
who were homeless and their concern about people in need. They, in turn, made 
connections to what they had been learning in Religion about Jesus. Jesus shows us 
how to be kind, caring and helpful. We can live like Jesus in our own lives, and we 
can do the work of Jesus. Spring boarding from the Grade 1 students’ ideas, the 
school had a school-wide social justice project of collecting food or personal care 
items and Break the Rules Day! The school-wide collection included personal care 
items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, new pairs of socks (men’s and 
women’s), and food supplies such as granola bars, fruit bars, and snack cracker 
packs. St. Charles Parent Council donated flats of bottled water, and staff donated 
Tuna Snack kits. For each item a student brought one rule could be broken! The 
more items donated, the more rules could be broken by a student. Each classroom 
teacher had a list of fun COVID-19 safe rules (some examples: chew gum, wear a 
hat, extra recess, wear pyjamas). The social justice project benefited Sacred Heart 
Church, which is one of Edmonton’s oldest churches. Sacred Heart Church has a 
long history of supporting people in need and gladly accepted St. Charles School’s 
help with donations. The support for the social justice project by the student, 
parent and staff community was very positive! Donations were made into care 
packages at St. Charles school. These included 210 food care packages, 198 
personal care packages, and 15 storage boxes filled with additional bulk food items, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and socks! Despite this being a very challenging year for 
students and their families because of COVID-19, our social justice initiative was 
embraced with enthusiasm and generosity. Each heart and spirit shined with love, 
compassion and kindness. 
 

ST. CLEMENT 
 
Grades 4, 5 and 6 students across Canada were invited to submit a poem or essay 
explaining what home means to them for the Habitat for Humanity “Meaning of 
Home” contest. The contest allowed students to engage in an interactive and fun 
way as well as learning the importance of safe, affordable housing. Each nationwide 
entry resulted in a $10 donation to a local Habitat affiliate and the winner in each 
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grade would be able to direct a $30,000 grant to a local Habitat build. Nine runners-
up (3 per grade) also got to direct a $10,000 grant towards a local Habitat build. 
 
At the beginning of Lent, the Kindergarten students learned about the three pillars 
of the Lenten Season: praying, fasting and almsgiving. After discussing almsgiving in 
class, the Kindergarten students decided to take action by collecting items for the 
Edmonton Food Bank. They made posters and short video clips to promote their 
action to the school community. As a school community, we were able to collect 
over 100 food bank items and fill up one large food bank box. 
 

ST. DOMINIC 
 
Staff and students participated in three different break the rules day, paying $1 to 
wear a hat, chew gum in class and/or extra recess to raise funds for the We Care 
Challenge. 
 
Students from Grade 5B went to the different classes to encourage other students 
to keep their boot rooms and coat rooms neat and tidy. Points out of 10 were given 
depending on predetermined criteria. 
 
For Remembrance Day, students in a Grade 5 class participated in the “Postcards 
for Peace” activity organized by Veteran Affairs Canada. The students expressed 
messages of thanks on 23 postcards to those who served Canada in times of war, 
military conflict, and peace or those still serving as Canadian Armed Forces 
members. For Christmas, the students created 23 cards with an uplifting holiday 
greeting for military members. The postcards and cards were given to a teacher’s 
close friend who is an active member of military who delivered them to CFB 
Edmonton. 
 
Students in a Grade 1 class made 28 Postcards for Peace that were then delivered 
to the Royal Canadian Legion. 
 
Our Recycling Team of students collected the juice box/can recycling bins every 
lunch recess and organized the juice boxes so they could be taken to the bottle 
depot. Funds collected will be donated to a charity chosen by the students at the 
end of the year.   

A class of Grade 1 students made 28 Christmas cards and sent them to St. Leo 
School. 
 
Students created 150 Christmas cards for the residents at Jubilee Lodge. The cards 
were delivered to the Lodge the week before Christmas break. 
 
A project in St. Albert had a goal that every senior in St. Albert residences such as 
the Covenant Health Youville Home would receive a Christmas card, so the Grade 6 
students enthusiastically joined this project. They created multiple hand-crafted 
Christmas cards with a message of hope during the COVID-19 Christmas season that 
were donated to residents before Christmas. The Grade 6B class created two cards 
each to donate to the initiative and did such a good job they were featured on the 
St. Albert page. The Grade 6A class also donated hand crafted cards. A total of 72 
cards were donated by Grade 6A and B. 
 
Grade 1C made 15 virtual Christmas cards in Google Slide writing positive and 
uplifting messages as well as drawings/decorations for the residents at MacTaggart 
Place Residence All Seniors Care in Edmonton. Each student made one slide. The 
Google Slide deck was then sent via email to MacTaggart Place. In this project, 
students learned the importance of showing kindness and bringing joy to the 
residents. 
 
The Hope Mission required clothing donations due to low supplies donated in 
January/February by the public for people in need or homeless situations. After 
collaborating with our Principal, who was in close contact with the Hope Mission, 
the Grade 6A students were able to come up with the four most needed items by 
the charity. Certain clothing items were advertised each week for the month of 
February, collected and donated to the charity by the end of the month. 
 
Each student in our online Grade 1C class prepared a video about ways to show 
kindness, which was then presented to St. Dominic’s Kindergartens in class during 
Random Act of Kindness week. This project helped the Grade 1C class become 
mentors to Kindergarten students and connected to our school community.  
 
Grade 4 online students created virtual cards for the St. Michael’s Long Term Care 
Centre. The cards were created in a slide format and were broadcasted at the long-
term care centre on some of the viewing screens in the facility. In total there were 



 

 

 31 

54 slides (or cards) created, 26 students created 2 slides (2 cards) for a total of 52 
cards and 2 students created one slide of 2 cards. 
 
Grade 4 online students spread kindness by having a virtual “dance off” challenge 
with the in-school Grade 4 class.   
 
Students from Grade 5B collected one piece of artwork from each class and 
displayed these in the common school hallway for a Celebration of Visual Arts. 
These pieces were changed from month to month for Spring 2021. 
 
Kindergarten students collected cereal boxes in the month of April. We collected 
over 74 boxes. Teachers delivered the cereal boxes to the Edmonton Food Bank on 
April 15, 2021. The Edmonton Food Bank collects and donates food, free of charge, 
to people in need in our community while seeking solutions to the causes of 
hunger. Our Kindergarten students learned the importance of community 
involvement within our community and why everyone should be involved. Students 
learned about the food bank and why it is important. Students learned that there 
were many things that we can do to help the food bank (donate food, contributing 
your time – volunteering, donating money). They learned what items the Food Bank 
needs most (tuna, canned meat, peanut butter, cereal). 
 
Our Kindergarten students learned about making positive changes in the world and 
what better way than to start in our own school. The students wanted to celebrate 
and recognize the amazing and hard work that teachers (and other adults in our 
school) do year-round. Students planned and created personalized cards for our  
teachers (and other adults in our school). Students delivered 66 cards throughout 
the year (Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, End of the Year). 
 

The Kindergarten students at St. Dominic School 
repeatedly heard the message from St. Teresa of Avila, 
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet 
on earth but yours." They pledged to be kindness ninjas, 
spreading kindness to others as well as being kind to 
themselves, “Let the love of God Pour Through You.” 
Books acted as a springboard for ideas when collecting 
uplifting words. Once we had enough key phrases 
gathered from the books, they were written on rocks 

and students hid them in the library for a 
class to find. We would 
notice/acknowledge kindness in our room 
as often as possible. Students delivered 
chocolates with little notes attached, and 
left snacks in the staff room for everyone 
to share. Students learned that every act of 
kindness counts. 
 
 

ST. EDMUND 
 
Students learned about the contributions of Terry Fox and donated Toonies for 
Terry to support the Terry Fox Foundation.  
 
Staff and students participated in Orange Shirt Day by wearing orange and 
discussing the significance and story behind Orange Shirt Day. Students completed 
projects of awareness and understanding.  
 
A Thanksgiving food drive was held to help families in our school community by 
creating hampers. Staff members assembled the hampers with the food 
contributed from students.  
 
Halloween candy bags were sold for $2 each and funds were donated to support 
Catholic Social Services Sign of Hope campaign. 
 
Grade 5 PYP Exhibition Project students created treat bags and sold them to classes 
for $2 each. Money was collected to support children at the Stollery Children's 
Hospital. 
 
PYP Exhibition students collected food for the Food Bank as a project to help with 
those who needed food. Students reflected on how human interaction and 
collaboration can alleviate global issues. Students collected both food items and 
loonies to be donated to the Food Bank.  
 
Students composed 155 letters of gratitude to front line workers.  
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Kindergarten students collected various items to create 30 Christmas stockings for 
the residents at Shepherd's Care Kensington. 
 
Students in Grade 2 donated gift cards for families in need in our community. This 
was an Advent project, and the gift cards were given to our Family School Liaison 
Worker to distribute. The Grade 2 class collected approximately 5 gift cards for the 
Gift Card Tree. 
 
Student Leadership created and sold Candy Grams for Valentine's Day to raise 
money to support a charity of their choosing at the end of the year. Charities that 
have been supported in previous years included the Red Cross and Edmonton 
Catholic Schools Foundation. 
 
Various classes of students created 125 Kindness Cards to be distributed to the 
residents of Shepherd's Care who we have partnered with in our community.  
 
As a staff wellness activity, each staff member created an Easter Bag with activities 
and treats for residents at Shepherd's Care Kensington. A total of 50 Easter bags 
were created. 
 
Grade 1 students completed 10, 5 Senses Baskets for kids at CASA. Items in each 
basket tied in to caring for our 5 senses for Grade 1 Science and reflected on 
Almsgiving for Lent. 
 
Staff created Charism cards of Easter blessings and delivered these cards to 
residents in our community by going door to door. We delivered approximately 25 
cards to spread hope and joy. 
Staff and students participated in the Moose Hide Campaign by wearing a moose 
hide patch and discussing the significance of the Moose Hide Campaign which is a 
group of indigenous and non-Indigenous men and boys who stand up against 
violence towards women and children. By wearing the moose hide patch they 
committed to honouring, respecting, and protecting women and children. 
 
Staff brought in gently used or new clothing to compile a clothing bank for students 
and families in need. 
 

Elementary students donated money to receive chips/pop and a movie day. All 
proceeds went to supporting St. Edmund families in need. 
 

ST. ELIZABETH 
 
A representative from the United Nurses of Alberta organized a drive to collect 
cards made by students to give to nurses to lift their spirits. Various classes in the 
school participated in the creation of 60 cards which were distributed to nurses at 
the Grey Nuns Hospital. 
 
Three classes in our school made 50 Christmas cards for the elderly in Mill Woods. 
 
During the month of March, our school collected food to donate to the St. Theresa 
Parish Food Bank. Our goal was to collect at least one item for every student we 
have. We surpassed our goal of 193 items! Before we took our food to the food 
bank, we allowed our meal program students the opportunity to "shop" and take 
some things home for their families too. 
 
The Grade 6 Leadership Committee created a Kindness Lenten Bingo activity for the 
whole school to participate in over the course of a week. This project encouraged 
students to be kind, do good deeds and be mindful of others. At the end of the 
project, the Committee made each student a unique kindness message that 
promoted mental health and God's love for all.   
 
As soon as the snow cleared our school joined together in a school-wide clean up to 
clean up the school yard. 
 
A small group of students learned how to use a grow tower to grow vegetables. 
Students in the meal program benefited from this and enjoyed lettuce in their 
sandwiches from the grow tower! 
 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
 
Our Grade 5 Newspaper Club created a newspaper/magazine with a variety of 
articles, recipes, book reviews, interviews, and much more. The monies collected 
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from the newspapers were used to create 50 "Happiness Treat Bags" to bring joy to 
others which were delivered to people in the community. 
 
For Thanksgiving, our school community collected food to donate to families 
through our school's parish, St. John Bosco. We have a great relationship with the 
parish and knew that there were families in need, especially this year. Collectively 
as a school community we were able to build 20 hampers which were delivered for 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
In November, the St. Elizabeth Seton school community participated in a Food Drive 
in which we were challenged to "Stuff the Bus" with the goal of collecting 3,000 
non-perishable food items for Edmonton's Food Bank. Students watched the 
following videos to get a better understanding of why we took on the social justice 
project of collecting food (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juLF-uDtZ3s and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWTRb3BKBH4). Each homeroom tallied a 
weekly total and those totals, as well as challenges, were posted on our school's 
Instagram account and through our Seton News Network Broadcast. In total, the 
Seton Sabre Family collected 3,095 food items which will help 100 families. It was 
an incredible experience to come together as a school community and help spread 
God's love to others. 
 
To recognize the commitment of Veterans, students made cards of thanks which 
were delivered to Veteran Affairs through Support our Troops 
(https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/holiday-cheer-card). 
These cards were made through the month of October and mailed in time for 
Remembrance Day and Veteran's Week. In total, 100 cards were created and sent. 
 
Operation Christmas was a social justice project that reached out to those awesome 
members of our society needing some love and attention through the Christmas 
season. We created a list of names from 3 long-term care facilities and students 
created individualized cards for the seniors. There were little gifts purchased so that 
the seniors were given the card and a stocking. Personalized cards and stockings 
with gifts were delivered to 82 residents at St. Andrew's Centre, St. Michael's 
Extended Care Centre and Killam Health Centre. Classes also created some videos of 
the children singing Christmas carols which were also shared.  
 

There were several times throughout the year where students and classes made 
cards for seniors (Christmas, Valentine's Day), for parishioners at St. John Bosco 
Church (Valentine's Day, Easter), and for kids staying at the Ronald McDonald 
House. In addition, there were also cards made for each staff member in the school 
with a positive personalized message. Regular posters with words of affirmation 
and sidewalk chalk messages of positivity to bring a smile to the faces of our school 
community were also created.   
 
Our Grade 3/4 class planned and organized a Lenten Journey Donation project in 
which they collected food, clothing, toiletries, socks and underwear for people in 
need. After the 40 days of collecting items, they were then donated to The Mustard 
Seed, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Operation Friendship Seniors Society. 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 
Students were encouraged to bring a Toonie for Terry and went on a run/walk with 
their grade cohort around the field for a designated period of time for the Terry Fox 
Run. 
 
Kindergarten students went out armed with gloves and bags to clean-up the school 
yard. They collected garbage from the playground and field with teacher 
supervision. This was their way of helping care for creation. The school community 
and neighbourhood benefitted. 
 
Staff supported a family in the school community who experienced a loss by 
donating funds to help with funeral expenses. 
 
Staff donated non-perishable food items yearlong to our school’s emergency food 
stash organized by our Family School Liaison Worker (FSLW). Food was also donated 
to our families when our FSLW heard from teachers and Educational Assistants 
about the need. As well, food was donated to one staff member who was 
struggling. 
 
For Social Work week, staff donated gift cards and money to two boys from another 
school who recently lost two parents. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juLF-uDtZ3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWTRb3BKBH4
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/holiday-cheer-card
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
 
Food donations were collected for the Annunciation Parish Food Bank. 
 
For the Advent Virtual Challenge, students donated blood at Canadian Blood 
Services.  
 
Monetary donations were collected for the St. Vincent de Paul Society and Veterans 
Society of Canada. 
 
Multiple classes of students created over 100 Christmas cards and over 150 
Valentines cards that were delivered to seniors all across Edmonton.  
 
At both Christmas and Easter, students sang for seniors during “Caring and Sharing 
Event” over Microsoft Teams. 
 
This year's "Race Around the World" was a virtual bike-a-thon 5-day event where 
students and staff ran, cycled as many kilometers as possible of the course of the 
week. The event raised approximately $44,000 for Catholic Social Services, 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation (ECS), ECS Foundation Dreams for Kids 
Fund, and donations to students in need at our school.  
 
Students shoveled in the neighbourhood.  
 
Students volunteered in their COVID-19 bubble for their own family where they 
completed hours of tasks such as making meals, cleaning, doing yard work, etc. 
 
Students collected bottles, took them to the depot and donated the funds to 
charity. 
 
Staff created approximately 30 Easter cards that were delivered seniors all across 
Edmonton.  
 
Students picked up garbage in the neighbourhood.  
 

An Environmental Week virtual campaign was held where students picked up 
garbage, measured their carbon footprint, planted seeds and created a better 
recycling program within the school.  
 
A Battery Drive was held to increase environmental awareness and aid in 
minimizing batteries from reaching landfills.  
 
Students participated in a school-wide awareness and mental health focus for 
Mental Health May. 
 
At the end of the school year, students participate in a school-wide event where 
students write as many kindness notes as they want to any of the 87 staff of the 
school, 87 envelopes (virtual message packages) will be delivered. 
 

ST. GABRIEL CENTRE FOR DIVERSE LEARNING 
 
At the Centre for Diverse Learning, the students were engaged in many social 
justice activities that were completed per classroom and or school-wide. These 
activities allowed the students and staff to break open some stereotypes and widen 
the circle of compassion. Although COVID-19 impacted school-based activities, the 
students put forth effort to renew their awareness and commitment of direct 
service within communities. The following experiences demonstrated the social 
justice done within CFDL: raking of leaves for senior residents within school 
neighbourhood, wrote and delivered 60 cards for seniors facing isolation during 
COVID-19, explored inclusivity and diversity within the school by ensuring everyone 
felt welcomed and maintained a sense of belonging. Division III and IIII students also 
shared their voice by creating a diversity bulletin board showcasing and embracing 
cultures. At CFDL, we will continue to reflect on acting justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with God. 
 

ST. GERARD 
 
Grade 1 students created thank you cards for Christmas donations received (20) 
from St. John XXIII School. 
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Kindergarten created cards for kindness for the school community. 
 
All grades worked on the “Yellowhead Wall Transformation Project” with the City of 
Edmonton.  
 
For Random Acts of Kindness week, all students made crafts and cards for other 
classes and people within the school.  
 
Grade 5 and 6 students participated in “School Yard Clean-up program” with the 
City of Edmonton.  
 

ST. HILDA 
 
During the Advent season, we collected food to assist St. Theresa Parish families in 
need. 
 
Students and families donated toques, mittens/gloves, and scarfs for families in 
need from our school community. 
 

ST. JEROME 
 
A parent in our community asked if our students would make Christmas cards for 
seniors living in care facilities. We were happy to do this, and the students created 
about 100 cards that were distributed to seniors on our behalf. 
 
We collected toiletries for Hope Mission. All collections were placed on or around 
the Toiletry Tree, and the donations were the decorations. We usually donate to 
Win House, but they were only taking in-kind donations, so we reached out to Hope 
Mission instead. They were glad to receive the donations. 
 

ST. JOHN BOSCO 
 
In the month of December and during the Advent season, our school community 
held an online fundraiser for the Edmonton Food Bank. Staff, students, and parents 

all donated to the fundraiser. The fundraiser ended December 10th. The link used 
to donate can be found here:  https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-
bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/. In total $590 was raised and donated to 
the Edmonton Food Bank! 
 
The Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Drive program allows 
students to support others of their own age in developing countries. This is the 4th 
year of participating in this hands-on program. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, our 
families created the boxes at home and delivered to the local depots. Many families 
felt is necessary to continue this program to reach out to others in need.    
 
The online Grade 4/5 students created 21 Valentines Day cards for seniors in 
nursing homes in our area to brighten up their day, show that they mattered and 
were loved. The students were empowered to do more in their communities and to 
always remember and recognize those that may be forgotten, like their elders in 
their community. Pen Pal bonds were formed with these seniors and students 
committed to sending more uplifting letters throughout the year. Hopefully, the 
seniors will write or respond back to us. Gratification will be delayed due to 
pandemic times. As a class, we committed to sharing cards and letters to chosen 
members of our community that often do not receive praise or recognition in our 
community.  
 
As part of our social justice initiative for the year, the Grade 2 classes created 
Valentine cards for Canadian war veterans. As COVID-19 prohibited students from 
passing Valentines to their classmates, this project still allowed the students to pass 
along the virtues of love and kindness to others. They wrote thoughtful messages, 
thanking war veterans for their service for our country. The students really enjoyed 
participating in this project and taking part in such a fulfilling activity. 
 
In lieu of purchasing Valentine cards and treat bags, parents were asked to 
contribute the same amount of money to the Stollery Children's Hospital. An online 
website was created, and parents donated online. Families who contributed had 
their names written on a heart that was displayed in our school foyer. The school 
community was able to donate $1,800 towards the charity. This charity was chosen 
as we have a school family who is currently accessing their support. 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/
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Students wrote kindness notes to employees at the local Sobeys. They expressed 
their gratitude during these COVID-19 times. 
 
The Grade 4 students at St. John Bosco School participated in a Social Justice Service 
Learning Project to promote positivity and uplift their community in these 
challenging times. The students created posters to place in their windows at home, 
as well as in our classrooms, to share with our community as they walked by. The 
purpose of the posters was to spread love, kindness and positivity to help 
encourage one another. The students completed a reflection after creating the 
posters to reflect on how they participated in a Random Act of Kindness as well as 
how they put the virtue of Love into action during this Social Justice Project. The 
students also reflected on how they will continue to demonstrate acts of love and 
kindness in the future. This act of kindness made a difference in the lives of others 
as they walked by and saw the messages in the window! 
 
The Grade 1 students learned about the Creation story and how God wants us to 
help Him take care of the earth and all its living things. As April 22nd was Earth Day, 
the Grade 1s were excited to make sure our earth was happy and that our school 
was safe and clean for all those in our community. They invited everyone to 
participate in our school yard clean up making this a community project for our in-
school classes, our online learners and all our family members. We ensured we 
maintained our cohorts and followed safety guidelines. The community clean up 
took place on the Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (April 21-23) of that Earth Day 
week. 
 

ÉCOLE ST. JOHN XXIII 
 
Students donated money on-line to the Terry Fox Foundation after the Terry Fox 
Run.  
 
The Kindergarten to Grade 6 students wrote cards to multiple long term care 
centers around the Edmonton area. The students wrote just under 1,000 letters 
that were distributed between December 14th to December 18th. The students had 
many great ideas and put much effort into these letters after realizing many of 
these seniors would be spending Christmas away from their families. We were able 

to send a letter to 983 seniors in our city wishing them a safe and healthy 
Christmas. 

 
Junior High students raised funds and built shoe-box 
gifts as Christmas gifts for students at two inner city 
schools one of which was St. Gerard. Students raised 
money to by gifts such as books and toys. They also 
wrote letters and made Christmas cards for the 
students receiving the gifts. The students also made 
crosses. Our Principal delivered 50 gifts with crosses to 
one of the schools. Usually, the students spend a 
morning with their buddy school’s children but this year 
we could not visit the school due to COVID-19. 
 

 
Students collected and delivered a variety of food for St. Teresa of Calcutta School 
food bank. 
 

ST. JOSEPH 
 
Sponsored by Jean Forest Leadership students, a Breast Cancer Awareness 
campaign was shared with all students and faculty during the morning 
announcements during Breast Cancer Awareness Week. 
 
St. Joseph’s students and staff coordinated the distribution of 240 hampers this 
year. These hampers were donated by various local agencies, St. Joseph’s staff and 
students. The recipients of these hampers were 30 St. Joseph families that had been 
in crisis during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Students and staff once again raised enough funds to continue our sponsorship of 
seven foster children through Chalice Canada. 
 
During the week that we would normally host the Father Michael Troy Invitational 
Basketball tournament, St. Joseph's students collected hundreds of pairs of warm 
socks for the homeless in Edmonton. These were then donated to the Marian 
Center. 
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St. Joseph Leadership students coordinated a Cereal Box Drive for the Edmonton 
Foodbank. 
 
During the week of International Women's Day, the Jean Forest Leadership students 
sponsored activities for the whole week. They created an awareness display and 
posters in the front foyer and online highlighting significant women and their 
contributions to our society. Daily awareness announcements were made on issues 
addressing women (poverty, violence, workplace inequality, etc.). This campaign 
extended for the entire week with students from JFLA doing the announcements. 
They hosted a YWCA guest speaker on Microsoft Teams. The focus of this 
presentation was the impact COVID-19 has had on women. 
 
Our Braided Journeys students coordinated a Red Dress Campaign (Honoring 
missing and murdered indigenous women). This was a weeklong campaign sharing 
statistics, speakers and drawing attention to the scope of this issue as it relates to 
our indigenous women in Canada. 
 

ST. JUSTIN 
 
Themed Raffle Baskets (Family Movie Night, Games Night, etc.) were created and 
tickets were sold to the students and staff at school for the We Care Challenge to 
support the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation. All items for the baskets were 
donated by a secret donor. Each ticket was sold for $1 and approximately $700 was 
raised. 
 
During the month of November, the Grade 5 students learned about the 
contributions and sacrifices our Veterans made. They became more familiar with 
what a Veteran is, what Canadian Armed Forces members do, and how they 
contributed to our country over the years. The students were encouraged to 
express a written a message of appreciation and to state how they will remember 
the sacrifices and achievements of Veterans on a postcard. A total of 25 postcards 
were sent. 
 
To acknowledge and honor the contributions and sacrifices of Health Care workers 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic, our students embarked on a Healthcare Heros 
project. Students created 100 thank-you cards and wrote messages of gratitude 

inside of them such as, “Thank you for risking your lives to save others,” “You health 
care workers are role models,” “You inspire kids to be just like you when they grow 
up so they can save lives and be heroes too,” “Even before the world was a mess, 
you guys still saved lives!,” and “I appreciate the selfless choices You make and put 
long hours into working and staying away from your family. Your actions reflect on 
kids like us to grow up to be kind and selfless.” The messages were written by 
students in isolation and then printed out at school and completed by another class. 
A treat was packaged with the cards and delivered to the staff at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital to be enjoyed over Christmas Break. A message of thanks was 
received from the Royal Alexandra Hospital "Thank you to you, your kids, and staff 
for your kind and thoughtful letters to staff at Christmas. . . . Just knowing that all of 
you continue to support us in our work is exactly what we need to keep going.” 
 

ST. KATERI 
 
Every year in December we select a whole school literacy focus based on a 
Christmas book. Our students are then engaged with many creative and innovative 
activities and projects. This year, unlike the rest, our staff all agreed that it would be 
a wonderful opportunity during our Advent season to focus on “Sharing the Spirit of 
Christmas” with our community around us. We selected the Grey Nuns Hospital and 
with the generous help of a parent who was a nurse at the hospital, the students 
were able to get a close and personal look on who was receiving their messages and 
cards. Please take a moment to view the video link below and the impact our 
students made. One cannot help but receive the feeling of joy after viewing the 
work of our children. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctuQ7sS2hRpPukYVIoH4_ZSe5o00B0Iz/view?usp=
sharing 
 
St. Kateri staff and students collected food donations to help those in need. Our 
school collected canned food for the Corpus Christi/St. Theresa foodbank. Our 
community truly displayed their giving spirit by helping to feed those in need at 
Christmastime.   
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctuQ7sS2hRpPukYVIoH4_ZSe5o00B0Iz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctuQ7sS2hRpPukYVIoH4_ZSe5o00B0Iz/view?usp=sharing


 
 

 38 

At St. Kateri this year, our final Social 
Justice Project focused on thinking beyond 
our community. As a St. Kateri School 
Community, we were thinking globally by 
supporting our sister school, Gapesyard 
Education Centre in Kenya. This Social 
Justice Project was divided into four 
phases. The first phase that we engaged in 
was prayer. We began praying for our sister 
school in February as well as sending 

messages to them; they too have been praying for us. We also undertook three 
Social Justice fundraising activities including “PJ day,” a dress as your favorite 
superhero and a bend the rules day. Students and staff were encouraged to donate 
a toonie while participating in these events. 100% of the funds raised were donated 
to Grapesyard Education Centre to help them purchase much needed desks and 
lockers. We were blown away by the generosity of our St. Kateri community who 
surpassed our fundraising goal. 
 

ST. LEO 
 
Staff did a clothing drive for some of our students who were in need of clothing. 
 
Christmas cards were made for Canadian Forces service personnel in Nunavut. 
Approximately 22 cards were made. 
 
Students in Grades 3-5 created approximately 40 Valentine cards for the Stollery 
Children’s' Hospital and for a local senior residence. 
 
Students made approximately 38 “Make a Smile” cards for children in the Stollery 
Children's Hospital. 
 
A clothing and book drive was organized by students and friends of St. Leo for the 
students of St. Leo to go "shopping" for themselves. 
 

ST. LUCY 
 
St. Lucy School participated in the annual Terry Fox Marathon of Hope in 
September. In respect of COVID-19 protocols, the students walked/ran during their 
PE classes as one cohort rather than one large school group as we have traditionally 
done. Families supported this cause through online donations. 
 
St. Lucy School students made 269 cards and letters for frontline workers to thank 
them for their service during these challenging times. These cards were dropped off 
for the ICU and COVID-19 Unit staff members at various hospitals in Edmonton. 
 
Staff identified four families in our school that were dealing with financial hardship. 
We then reached out to an adult in that family to let them know we wished to 
support them at Christmas with food gift cards and a gift for every member of the 
family. The adults let us know of the needs/interests of their family members and 
school staff then purchased those items for them. 
 
Throughout the Lenten Season, the students at our school learned about gratitude, 
kindness, and almsgiving. Each grade was assigned a specific food item for donation 
to “Feed the Hungry” for the Edmonton Food Bank, with the option of bringing 
additional Food Bank requests should they be able to. In four days, our amazing 
families generously gathered and gifted 716 lbs. of much needed food items. 
 

ST. MARIA GORETTI 
 
Students and staff help give the gift of warmth this year by donating new children's 
hats, mitts and/or socks to our Giving Tree! All donations were given to The Kid's 
Kottage in Edmonton. The children had the opportunity to place their donated 
items on the Giving Trees located in the Learning Commons and front entrance of 
the school. 
 
The Grade 3 classes collected food for those in need and donated items to the Food 
Bank.  
 



 

 

 39 

During Lent, our Grade 3 classes collected food for those in need and donated the 
items to the Food Bank. 
 
The Grade 1A class created a montage of pictures to music to support the hockey 
players who were participating in the World's Longest Hockey Game. A video was 
created and sent to the players. 
 

ST. MARK 
 
Our school participated in the Terry Fox Run on October 1st, 2020. The students ran 
in their own grade cohort and our school raised $545 for cancer research. A major 
emphasis was placed on awareness of the campaign for the students. 
 
Our students and staff collected food and delivered Christmas hampers to some of 
the needier families in our community before the Christmas break. 
 
Our Braided Journey students partnered up with Fresh Start Westmount students 
to increase awareness and advocate for equality by putting up red dresses and 
posters around the school. Our student leadership team sold candy grams to raise 
money for a charity connected to the Red Dress Campaign. Our students raised 
around $300 dollars for the charity. 
 

ST. MARTHA 
 
Staff and students learned virtually about the Terry Fox Foundation and provided a 
monetary donation. Each class individually ran outside as a tribute to Terry. 
Throughout the year, we use Terry Fox as an inspiration and sense of 
empowerment for our students. This is an on-going tribute. 
 
Students donated socks, outerwear, and monetary donations during the month of 
December to the Youth Empowerment Center.   
 
Students engaged in Break the Rules Day. All proceeds went to support our Chalice 
foster child. 
 

Students created approximately 200 Christmas cards for a variety of front-line 
workers (health care professionals, fire fighters and veterans). 
 

ST. MARTIN 
 
At Christmastime, students collected non-perishable items for the food bank.   
 
Students brought in toques, mittens, scarves, boots, jackets, and ski pants for the 
students of St. Francis of Assisi School. The boxes of items were sent to the school 
before Christmas. 
 
Each student created Christmas cards for residents and staff of Grandview Care 
Centre. The students felt that the cards would bring cheer to the residents and staff 
during this time of COVID-19. The Kindergarten class created a poster that could be 
placed in a prominent location to show that the people of the care facility were 
thought of. In total, 230 cards were made for residents and one large card was 
made for staff. 
 

ST. MARY 
 
Students gathered several hundred pounds of non-perishable food items 
throughout Advent. We created several hampers for families in our own school 
community and then donated 8 full donation boxes to the Edmonton Food Bank. 
 
Because seniors were so isolated during COVID-19, our school community reached 
out to a local care facility and each student in the school created a handmade 
Christmas card that was personally addressed to individual residents. Together we 
created almost 400 cards and letters to spread Christmas Cheer.  
 
Students donated warm winter socks to support Sock it to YEG, which in turn 
delivered socks to the Bissell Centre. Our site donated over 6,000 pairs of socks!! 
 
We collaborated with Monsignor William Irwin and Archbishop Joseph MacNeil 
Schools to gather snacks for a school that lost their snack program. Our goal was to 
reach 20,000 snacks to ensure that each student had access to one snack a day for 
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an entire school year. Between the three sites we donated approximately 36,000 
snacks. We were ultimately featured on Global News for our tremendous success. 
 
As part of their Race Around the World fundraiser, we collaborated with St. Francis 
Xavier High School and our students each ran/walked around our soccer field nine 
times for our school to meet the goal of rounding the Anthony Henday ten times. 
Students brought in donations totalling $730.95, which was split between the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation and Catholic Social Services. 
 
Grade 5 students gathered soup to be donated to the Marian Center as part of their 
novel study of “Mr. Stink.”  
 

ST. MATTHEW 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were not able to collaborate with Archbishop 
O'Leary High School for our annual food hamper collection. In lieu of this, we 
collected food items and donated them directly to the food bank to support all 
families in need. 
 
Our Grade 6 School Leadership students chose to do a social justice fundraiser for 
their year end Legacy Project. The students were given four charities to choose 
from but were told they needed to research each one before making their choice. 
They chose Catholic Social Services because they felt it offered support to young 
people their age in a larger societal context than some of the other charities did. 
The leadership students donated items to create a Spring themed basket and then 
for every two dollars donated to Catholic Social Services they put that person's 
name into a draw for the basket (they also accepted regular donations if individuals 
did not want to enter the draw). To encourage more donations, they used their 
research and went on announcements daily for several weeks to educate the school 
on the different ways their donations would help others. A total of $1,466.10 was 
donated to Catholic Social Services as a result of this fundraiser! 
 

ST. MONICA 
 
Over the season of Advent, paper bags from the Edmonton Food Bank were 
distributed to families. The bags were filled with various food donations and then 
sent back to school. Just before Christmas break the food was used to create food 
hampers for our families in need and the remaining food was delivered to the 
Edmonton Food Bank. 
 
As a Christmas project, we collected donations of gently used hockey equipment to 
support the students and community at our sister school, The Mountain Cree Camp 
School Kisko Awasis Kiskinahamawin. The students have access to a rink; however, 
they did not have any equipment! The school is Kindergarten to Grade 12, so we 
needed equipment for students ages 5-17 years old. We were able to collect hockey 
skates, sticks, helmets, pucks, gloves, mittens, and toques. In addition to this, we 
received several cash donations that were put toward ensuring we had items for all 
age groups and that all skates were sharpened. 
 
At the beginning of Lent, one of the children in our 100 Voices program passed 
away after a lengthy battle with cancer. As a Lenten social justice project, we came 
together as a 100 Voices community to support the family during this unbelievably 
difficult time.  We put together a basket of food donations, gift cards, stuffed 
animals, etc. and our Family School Liaison Worker delivered it to the family. We 
continue to keep this family in our thoughts and prayers as they navigate this most 
difficult time. 
 

ST. NICHOLAS 
 
A food drive was held in October for Thanksgiving and 6 food hampers were 
assembled for families in our school community. 
 
At Christmastime, we collected canned goods/non-perishables and assembled 12 
food hampers for families in our school community. 
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ST. OSCAR ROMERO 
 
Our PE Department Head organized a Terry Fox Run at our school in September. 
The school raised $2,500 dollars. This was the first time this run was held at  
St. Oscar Romero High School. 
 
Our Family School Liaison Worker asked us to do a Food Drive for Thanksgiving. Our 
staff and students brought in food donations. They were assembled and distributed 
to our families in need in our school community. 
 

ST. PAUL 
 
In partnership with our School Council, the Shoeboxes of Love initiative has been 
running for five years. Students and their families build a shoebox filled with items 
for a child of their same age. Outside businesses also give donations to build any 
extra needed boxes. Over 500 boxes were delivered to St. Justin and St. Benedict 
Schools ensuring that every child received one. In addition to the school boxes, 
families and community members dropped off new and gently used winter wear 
which was distributed to these two schools as well. St. Justin students created a 
thank you video for St. Paul School for the wonderful gifts  
 
During Lent, our students collected items for the Edmonton Food Bank. Our 
community parish, St. John the Evangelist, is a depot and pick-up location for 
families in the area. They are open to clients on Wednesday afternoons. Each week 
during Lent, two classes from our school carried the food donations over to the 
church. The volunteers there taught our students how the organization works, 
where the donations come from, how much food would be in the hampers for a 
family and how we can be of support. Students finished their delivery visit with 
prayer and reflection in the church. 
 

ST. PHILIP 
 
Students learned about Terry Fox (class lessons, books, and videos) and participated 
in the Terry Fox Run. They also donated a toonie to go the Terry Fox Foundation. 

Students donated non-perishable food items at Thanksgiving. We made up 12 
hampers for families in our own school. 
 
All of our students made 216 Christmas cards for the 
members of Canadian Forces 
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/it-really-would-mean-a-
lot-to-them-canadian-armed-forces-ask-for-holiday-
greetings-1.5189160 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All year we are collecting dead batteries for Zinc Saves Lives: Battery Recycling. 
Recycled batteries will have the zinc removed to help children and agriculture 
programs in Third World Countries, https://www.teck.com/responsibility/approach-
to-responsibility/global-citizenship/zinc-&-health/  with batteries being recycled at 
these locations: http://locations.call2recycle.ca/ab/edmonton/  
 
Students watched a video about the Valentines for Veterans project and learned 
about Veterans, including how they made many sacrifices for freedom. All students 
from Kindergarten to Grade 6 made 216 valentines for veterans in Canada. 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/valentines-for-veterans 
 
Students watched a slide show about what the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation Conquer 
Hunger Fund was about. They were invited to 
donate a loonie with the goal to raise $200 for 
Loonies for Lent. A total of $290.25 was raised for 
the Conquer Hunger Fund!! 
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/conquer-hunger-
fund.html This was awesome as the goal was only 
$200. It takes $100 to feed a student for 1 year so we raised almost enough money 
to feed 3! 
 

https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/it-really-would-mean-a-lot-to-them-canadian-armed-forces-ask-for-holiday-greetings-1.5189160
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/it-really-would-mean-a-lot-to-them-canadian-armed-forces-ask-for-holiday-greetings-1.5189160
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/it-really-would-mean-a-lot-to-them-canadian-armed-forces-ask-for-holiday-greetings-1.5189160
https://www.teck.com/responsibility/approach-to-responsibility/global-citizenship/zinc-&-health/
https://www.teck.com/responsibility/approach-to-responsibility/global-citizenship/zinc-&-health/
http://locations.call2recycle.ca/ab/edmonton/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/valentines-for-veterans
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/conquer-hunger-fund.html
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/conquer-hunger-fund.html
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ST. PIUS X 
 
Grade 3 students at St. Pius X wanted to spread some Christmas cheer for seniors at 
the Northridge Lodge Senior's Home who are feeling bored and lonely during the 
COVID-19 Christmas season. They donated board games, puzzles, and colouring 
books and they made 60 Christmas cards to make them smile! 
 
Our student leadership team organized a food can collection in February for classes 
to pay it forward to the food bank that supports our school with healthy snacks for 
our school community. We collected 196 kg of canned food items delivered by our 
CSW and had a great time coming up with creative food can sculptures that inspired 
classes to collect more cans to help our cause. We even had a St. Pius X Panda 
mascot inspired New York Empire State Building scene inspired by the iconic King 
Kong movie scene. We had bridges, Inukshuks, St. Pius X lettering as cans. A lot of 
awesome thought and effort on the part of all the students at St. Pius X. 
 
Mindfulness April was developed by our Leadership Team to allow the Littles in our 
school from Kindergarten to Grade 2 to demonstrate and teach the big kids about 
Mindfulness, “Mindfulness is our Superpower!.” This could involve meditation, 
prayer, the FOCUS sequence, mindfulness physical activities such as a BOKS burst, 
etc. Each Wednesday and Friday, a Kindergarten to Grade 2 class had the 
opportunity to either go LIVE through Microsoft Teams or create a video of what 
they had learned and passed on their knowledge to the big kids at our school. This 
inspired all students to be a leader. 
 

ST. RICHARD 
 
A one-day bottle drive was held to raise funds for the ECSD We Care Challenge. We 
managed to raise $500. 
 
Our students made 54 Christmas cards for our senior friends at the Sakaw Seniors 
Center, as well as, including them in our Christmas concert.  Since the start of the 
year, we have done a welcome parade in September and singing in their courtyard 
at Halloween. 

The Grade 4/5 class made 25 cards for Valentine’s Day for the seniors at the Sakaw 
Seniors Center and then we did a collaborative zoom bingo game to celebrate 
together. 
 
The Grade 5/6 students wrote 21 letters to our Grandfriends at Sakaw Seniors 
Center about how they planned to age in a healthy way. They used a formal letter 
writing style. We then did a Zoom meet up and the seniors read out their letters 
and commented on them to the kids. It was a real heart-warming experience.  
 
The Grade 3 students (23) wrote 23 kind letters and pictures that were folded into 
some Easter Eggs for Sakaw seniors center. Our Grandfriends got the students some 
bunny ears to wear. On April 6, the students went out to hide the eggs in the 
courtyard of the center and when they were hidden the seniors came out to look 
for them. Some of the seniors commented that they had not done an Easter egg 
hunt in many years and had a lot of fun. The students really enjoyed watching the 
seniors find their eggs. 
 

ST. ROSE 
 
Students created banners and posters to raise awareness on social justice concerns 
around the world such as Black lives matter. 
 
Grade 8E students created posters and put them throughout the school and 
collected cans from other classes for their canned food drive for the Veterans 
Association Food Bank Association. Cans were taken to the Veterans Association 
Food Bank Association and 10-12 hampers were made to support some of the 
families within our school. 
 
Students in the Religion 9 class created approximately 70 Christmas letters for 
Gaudete Sunday. In these letters to both seniors and care staff, they expressed 
firstly, how they acknowledge that this past Christmas would be less joyful for those 
seniors and care providers owing to the pandemic; and secondly, what they 
intended to do to help bring joy back into their community (wearing masks, 
isolating at home, being responsible at school, etc.). These letters were dropped off 
at the Misericordia Hospital and Lynwood Seniors Home before the Christmas 
break. The hospital read one letter per day to their seniors and staff. This project 
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was such a success that the hospital and care centre asked the school to continue 
for Easter and Valentine's Day.  
 
A class reached out to a group of seniors at the Misericordia Hospital to send warm 
wishes for Valentine's Day. This was a project in conjunction with another class as 
we wrote for 125+ residents. 
 

ÉCOLE ST. STANISLAUS 
 
For Friendship Week, our social justice group created videos for our students to 
learn about what being a good friend looks like and that friendship/relationships go 
beyond just home they are found at school with peers, in the school community 
and greater community at large. The student led social justice group dedicated a 
week helping students understand the different types of friendships that occur. One 
of the activities selected to encourage friendship was to create friendship cards 
rather than Valentine's cards. With this activity, each student selected three 
students to create messages for and then distributed them in paper bags. Students 
also created over 800 cards with friendship messages that were sent to either a 
senior centre, Enjoy Life Church, Greenfield Community League, or Greenfield 
School. Students also created friendship bracelets to wear on Friendship Day.  
 
Our St. Stanislaus Social Justice group is lead by our Grade 6 students. These 
students provided instruction via a live video on the importance of the Earth to us 
all, and each student was to write a commitment of what they would do to support 
Earth. The group also created a mural with the commitment and signature from 
each student and class. They played a song that the students learned and sung the 
entire Earth Day week. The whole school yard was cleaned up by a schedule. 
Planting in the front garden was done by a sign up for students committed to taking 
care of the school through the school year and the summer. They put together a 
Care for Creation week in May which was postponed due to the pandemic. The 
group decided that they would create the following activities that could be done at 
school depending on return to school from online learning or at home:  nature walk 
- showing gratitude and connecting with the pieces of nature that they see; 
Planetarium - students either collect materials they see on the walk, or use felt, 
paper, or any other items that represents the precious gift of nature and what it 
brings to us; litter less lunch outside; SuperHero's on Nature - they get to the be 

dressed like a SuperHero and take a picture outside; do one class outside whether 
online or in person. Great to see community support by our parents regarding the 
ideas the kids created. 
 

ST. TERESA 
 
In separate cohorts, students and staff ran in honour of Terry Fox and collected 
funds for the Terry Fox Foundation. 
 
Students from Grade 1C and 1D made cards to add to 200 "Care Kits" for the 
homeless being assembled by a private citizen known to their teacher. The "Care 
Kits" included a Tim Horton’s gift card, face masks, hand sanitizer, socks, toques, 
gloves, scarfs, energy bars, toothbrush, and toothpaste. The students were very 
excited to make the cards!! As one student stated, "This card will make them feel all 
warm inside, just like Jesus did to everyone.” 
 
Grade 3C and 2/3 students wrote 40 Christmas cards to soldiers in the Canadian 
Armed Forces. 
 
Every class collected food items to create food hampers for families of St. Teresa 
School. 
 
The Grade 1 students made 39 Valentine's Day cards for the seniors at Jasper Place 
Long Term Care, a nursing home in West Edmonton. 
 
To raise funds for a Development and Peace Share Lent Project, Grade 6 students 
promoted the project with daily announcements and promotion to culminate with 
Break the Rules Day on March 26. 
 

ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA 
 
In person learning and online students created 70 cards for the seniors in our 
community. Due to COVID-19, seniors have not been able to see their friends and 
family these past couple of months. Our students wanted to spread some joy by 
showing our seniors how much we care about them. 
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During Religion in a Grade 2 class, “How do we spread Gods Joy?” was discussed. 
The class talked about several ways to spread joy in the classroom, at home and in 
the community. One idea was to make cheerful Christmas cards to give to seniors at 
the Lions Village Castledowns, who were mostly in quarantine. The students made 
over 100 Christmas cards using their Chrome books writing caring and cheerful 
messages, printed them out and then colored the cards. 
 
Many agencies became our Santa for each and every child at our school. The 
students wrote Santa letters and then agencies adopted a child so that they could 
make the Santa letter come true. Then on December 18th, Santa came to the school 
to distribute the gifts to each student. First day back to school, the students wrote 
thank you messages to Santa. We sent each letter to the required agency to show 
our appreciation. 
 
In our Grade 4 classroom discussion about putting our faith in action, one of our 
students came up with the idea of delivering Christmas Cards in our community so 
they could spread hope and joy during these difficult times. The students had 
already begun working on their “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest. We 
decided to take photos of these beautiful pieces of art and print them on card 
stock. In addition to a message on the outside which promoted keeping Christ in 
Christmas, the children wrote heartfelt messages. We then delivered 45 cards in 
our community!  
 
Students made 20 Christmas cards for Canadians Armed Forces members on active 
duty. In the cards, the students thanked the members for this great sacrifice and 
wished them well in the future. 
 
During a Social Emotional Learning (SEL) assignment, students talked about social 
awareness and what that means. They talked about COVID-19 and those affected 
by it. They concluded that healthcare workers were, in fact, the most At-Risk. Four 
students in our class have parents that are healthcare workers, so the children 
wrote 25 letters to thank them. Letters were sent home with each of the four 
students to give one to their parent and the rest were passed on to other 
Healthcare Workers. 
 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas School participated in the 2020 Terry Fox School Run. This run is 
significant in that it not only raises funds for the Terry Fox Foundation, but it also 
creates awareness of the passion Terry Fox exuded regarding perseverance and 
dedication. The students of St. Thomas Aquinas not only participated in a COVID-19 
appropriate run around the school property, but they also participated in moments 
of discussion and reflection regarding the heritage this Foundation has established 
over the past 40 years. As a school community, a grand total of $738 was raised to 
support the continued heritage of the Terry Fox Foundation.   
 
Staff members collected women and children's clothing which were donated to 
WINGS of Providence. 
 
Students donated a loonie each to the Food Bank. Total collection approximately 
$250. 
 
Kindergarten students collected 60 pairs of socks for people in the shelter at the 
Bissell Center. 
 
The Grade 1C class challenged St. Thomas Aquinas School to raise funds for the 
Edmonton Food Bank during Lent. As a class, the students discussed how they could 
be like the hands of Jesus, by challenging all students to bring in one dollar because 
“then we would be able to help a lot of people.” Students made posters, and video 
announcements were made to promote this challenge and incredibly the Grade 1C 
class raised $409.25! Certainly, our contribution to the Food Bank was significant, 
but more notably was the learned experiences of these young learners, whereas 
they could emulate the work of Jesus.    
 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
 
The students of St. Thomas More Jr. High School participated in St. Francis Xavier's 
“Race Around the City” challenge. The Anthony Henday measures a total of 77 
kilometers in length, which means to complete one lap around the Henday, our 
students needed to run or walk around the soccer field 231 times. Our goal was to 
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complete as many virtual Anthony Henday laps as we could by walking or running 
the distance in our own school yard. Our other goal was to raise as much money as 
we could for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation. A percentage of our 
donations went directly to our school to support our own students in need. On 
March 19th, our school completed a total of 34 Anthony Henday Laps (7,854 laps 
around the soccer field) and raised over $1,000! We are proud of our students and 
what they were able to achieve. It has made a big impact on our students and 
shown them how they can make a difference when they work together! 
 
For Easter, students created 65 origami cranes for residents of the Misericordia 
Hospital. 
 
Students prepared 130 Mother's Day cards for residents of the Misericordia 
Hospital. 
 
Our Grade 9 leadership team, Knight Leadership, designed various pieces of apparel 
for student purchase. From every purchase, $3 was donated to the Stollery 
Children's Hospital. Through student apparel purchases, we have been able to 
donate $243 to the Stollery Children's Hospital! 
 
During Mental Health Week, our Knight Leadership team advocated for mental 
health by spreading awareness through our Instagram account. During learning 
online in May, the Leadership Students felt it was more important than ever to 
advocate for mental health. The Leadership Team shared mental health resources 
that our students could access. Through our "Hats on for Mental Health" theme 
day, we were able to bring our community together virtually to support each other. 
 

ST. TIMOTHY 
 
Grade 2 students learned about communities in Northern Canada and how difficult 
it can be for food and supplies to reach these areas, and the price of inflation that 
occurs. Through the “Northern Birthday Project” we were matched with a 6 year 
old girl from Cape Dorset Nunavut. We put together a birthday box with the 
“Frozen” theme she requested. Our box had cake mix, favours, tablecloth, icing, and 
other items to make her birthday extra special. The students loved being able to 
give and were thrilled to get a message from the girl's family saying that she loved 

everything and had a wonderful birthday. It truly helped the students to think about 
what life is like in different places, even within our own country. 
 
The Kindergarten students each decorated two or three window suncatchers and 
created generic birthday cards (60 suncatchers and 30 cards). They then placed two 
suncatchers and card in a decorated birthday bag. The bags were delivered to a 
senior's facility to be given out to the seniors during birthdays. 
 
The 100 Voices classes created approximately 50 gift bags in December for the 
homeless at the Hope Mission. The children were learning about winter clothing 
and how we stay warm in the winter. We discussed that some people in Edmonton 
do not have all the warm clothes they need and asked the children how we could 
help them. They immediately thought that we could help get them warm clothes. 
The children thought of a list of important clothes to keep us warm: hat, scarf, 
mittens, and socks. We then purchased these materials for the children to give to 
others. Each child then decorated gift bags with messages such as “Stay warm” and 
“Please stay safe” and placed their donations inside. We dropped off our donations 
at the Hope Mission to be passed out to those in need. 

 
The Grade 1 students at St. Timothy discussed children who may not receive gifts at 
Christmastime. They wanted to make sure that this did not happen. We decided to 
purchase some of our favourite toys and donate them to Santa’s Anonymous. 
 
The Grade 5 students performed an act of service by shoveling snow from 
driveways and sidewalks of families and houses in our school community. Students 
performed this act of service two times in the months of January and February. 
Students each wrote a letter explaining their act of service and left these in the 
mailboxes of the families. 
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Our school joined with Chalice Connections to raise funds to purchase desks and 
lockers for students in Grapesyard Education Centre, Nairobi, Kenya. Our school 
goal was to raise $1,000. We started this project on Ash Wednesday with a slide 
show helping us understand where Kenya was in the world and also watched a 
personalized video for our school from the children at Grapesyard Education 
Centre. Each week throughout Lent, we did a school-wide activity to help our 
students understand what challenges the children in Kenya have to complete their 
learning. The first week, we asked each class to do one lesson without desks. The 
second week, each class had one morning with no technology including the 
SmartBoard! The third week, each class had no chairs for a morning and the final 
week, we asked the students to use one piece of paper and pencil for all their 
morning lessons. After each activity, the students were asked to write about the 
experience and describe how it affected their learning. To finish the project, our 
classes created a video to send to the children in Kenya. We highlighted indoor and 
outdoor activities for each class to show the students in Kenya what life was like in 
Edmonton during the winter. When we completed all these activities, we sent 
home a paper to parents outlining all the activities as well as the student's notes 
about the experience. We asked for a small donation based on the activities their 
child participated in. The students were so involved and invested in this project, 
that we had children bringing in coins from their own piggy banks. Our school 
community exceeded our goal and raised $1,203!   
 
The Grade 4 class purchased 50 reusable bags from a nearby Dollarama for “Bags to 
Save Our Planet.” Each student wrote a message related to the importance of using 
reusable bags instead of plastic bags. They included messages about how we need 
to all help to look after our world and reduce waste. These cards were then 
attached to the bags and returned to Dollarama. Dollarama employees gave these 
bags for free to people who did not have their own reusable bag so a plastic bag 
would not be needed. The customers received the student message with the bag as 
a reminder to reuse the bag and help to save our planet. 
 
Our Grade 3 class donated face masks to the Friends of the Orphans Canada and 
the Bissell Centre. We recognized the importance of masks during this pandemic 
and felt that every person deserved a mask they could feel comfortable wearing. 
We also realized that some individuals could not afford masks and by donating 
masks we would be helping others in need. Every pack of masks was accompanied 
with an individually made card which was a great reminder that a small act of 

kindness can make a big difference in someone's life, “Masking COVID-19 Not Our 
Love.” We have 15 students in our Grade 3 class, and we donated 60 face masks. 
 

ST. VINCENT 
 
Students at St. Vincent School participated in the Terry Fox Run/Walk in support of 
raising funds for cancer research. Each class ran/walked during their individual 
Physical Education time. Donations were collected on-line, raising a total of $835.   
 
For Thanksgiving, students and staff collected food items that were distributed to 
the Edmonton Food Bank, as well as the St. Vincent School food bank, which was 
created to support our school community as part of our school growth plan.   
 
In support of the We Care Challenge for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation, 
students at St. Vincent had a Pyjama Day and movie/treat afternoon, in exchange 
for a donation. Total funds raised were $435.05. 
 
Direct ask of the parent community to purchase gift cards for families in need at  
St. Vincent School for Christmas Hampers. This is an annual campaign organized by 
our school and School Council. Total raised in 2020 was $3,120.   
 
Due to COVID-19, a large number of seniors were isolated at home. Students 
created homemade Christmas cards with messages of hope to spread joy in a senior 
citizen's day. We dropped off 100 cards at a seniors’ home that had a goal of 
collecting 1,000 cards.   
 
As part of a school-wide almsgiving project, students chose to collect toiletries for 
the Mustard Seed.    
 

ST. VLADIMIR 
 
The students decided on several smaller fundraisers where all money raised would 
go to the Catholic Social Services Sign of Hope Campaign as a part of the We Care 
Challenge. They held the following special events that allowed all students to bring 
in coins on each of the days: Candy Cane Sale - Advent; Movie afternoon - 
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December; Break a Rule Day - Wear a hat; Giving Friday's - Lent. We raised just over 
$600. 
 
The Grade 4 students wrote poems/stories about what home means to them. They 
entered each of their writing projects into the Habitat for Humanity, “Meaning of 
Home Project.” For every written submission, a $10 donation would be made to a 
build within our community. Students learned about Habitat for Humanity and how 
it helps with housing right here in Edmonton. 
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